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Delicious Way To Show
Your Love

Don’t Forget To Turn 
Your Clock Forward

 The Friends of Zack Reed will sponsor its 22nd 
Annual 2018 Toys for Tots Holiday Party & Celebrity 
Fashion Show with the goal to collect 1,000 toys for the 
needy children of Northeast Ohio. Beverages will be pro-
vided with admission. Celebrities invited include: Alec 
Blackmon, Andrea Vecchio, Tiffany Tarpley, and Vanessa 
Whiting, Esq. Doors open at 6pm. Admission is $10 at 
the door with a new, unopened toy for donation (or $20 
without a toy).

 Toys For Tots event to be held 

Jets Downed Browns
Making Playoffs Iffy

 

‘King of Ameri-
can Seafood’ 
grills it up

 The Friends of Zack Reed will sponsor its 22nd 
Annual 2018 Toys for Tots Holiday Party & Celebrity 
Fashion Show with the goal to collect 1,000 toys for the 
needy children of Northeast Ohio. Beverages will be pro-
vided with admission. Celebrities invited include: Alec 
Blackmon, Andrea Vecchio, Tiffany Tarpley, and Vanessa 
Whiting, Esq. Doors open at 6pm. Admission is $10 at 
the door with a new, unopened toy for donation (or $20 
without a toy).

 Toys For Tots event to be held ...

Tuesday, December 29, 2020- Friday, January 1, 2021

Kid’s Corner

DOJ: No justice for Tamir Rice

      

This Week  
Last Week           
Last Year  

AAA Fuel Gauge Gasoline Price Survey
Northeast Ohio Average for Self-Service Gasoline

demand and large supply has 
helped contain any impact to 
local gas prices. 
 The Energy Informa-
tion Administration’s (EIA) 
weekly report measures cur-
rent gasoline supply at 226.7 
million barrels. That is a de-
crease of 1.7 million barrels 
from the week prior, though 
the drop is likely attributed to 
high export numbers.  
 At the close of Fri-
day’s formal trading session, 
West Texas Intermediate de-
creased by 59 cents to settle at 
$40.60. Crude prices dropped 
due to market concern about 
increasing coronavirus infec-
tions worldwide, which could 
lower crude demand. For this 
week, crude prices could de-
cline further if demand con-
cerns continue to worry the 
market.

 The majority of 
American motorists are see-
ing stability at the pump this 
week, despite the fact that 
Hurricane Delta made land-
fall in Louisiana as a category 
2 hurricane over the weekend. 
 While gasoline refin-
eries are reporting operations 
have resumed, the Bureau of 
Safety and Environmental 
Enforcement reports that ap-
proximately 91% of oil pro-
duction in the Gulf of Mex-
ico is currently offline. As of 
Monday morning, inspections 
are underway, and produc-
tion is expected to resume this 
week.
 In a typical year, a 
hurricane season like the one 
experienced this year would 
have caused gas prices to 
spike. But, 2020 is not a typ-
ical year. Low U.S. gasoline 

Regular
$1.91 
$1.39
$2.48
$1.97

Gasoline prices drop during holidays

01-01-21)
(12-25-20) 
(01-01-20)
01-01-21)National

Toys For Tots event to be held Toys For Tots event to be held Holiday mail will be delayed

New rules for West Side Market safety

 Two days until Christmas, and there’s no speed-
ing up the post office.Dozens of trucks have been lined up 
outside the Cleveland processing and distribution center. 
Gift baskets, Christmas cards, even essential medications 
are being held in limbo for Clevelanders.Capacity issues 
and employee shortages are to blame as the post office at-
tempts to deliver more mail than ever before. 

Violence against women to be addressed in New Year
 Several violent attacks 
against women have led activist to de-
mand more funding for domestic vio-
lence shelters. House Bill 3, known as 
Aisha’s Law and aimed at protecting 
victims of domestic violence in Ohio, 
failed to get a vote on the state Senate 
floor before the end of the legislative 
session so activists will have to try 
again.
 Yesterday, Ellis Wilson, 34, 
was indicted on one count each of ag-
gravated murder, murder, felonious 

Kid’s Corner

 The Justice Depart-
ment announced on Tuesday that 
it will not bring criminal charges 
in the 2014 death of Tamir Rice, 
saying there was not enough ev-
idence to prove that Cleveland 
police officers used excessive 
force against the 12-year-old.
 “The evidence in this 
case fails to definitively estab-
lish what happened at the time 
of the shooting,” according to 
a lengthy statement from the 
Justice Department, adding that 
a key evidence – a video of 
the shooting – was too grainy 
to clearly show what had hap-
pened. 
 Rice’s death is one of 
several high-profile deaths at 
the hands of police that ignited 
nationwide protests and helped 
fuel the Black Lives Matter 
movement. The boy’s death 
was, for years, part of the na-
tional conversation on use of 
force against people of color.

 The city of Cleveland 
is continuing to make improve-
ments at the West Side Market 
as the historic location faced 
persistent unexpected chal-
lenges during the COVID-19 
health crisis.
 Rent payments for 
tenants at the West Side Mar-
ket, which is operated by the 
city of Cleveland, were ini-
tially deferred and ultimately 
forgiven in April for several 
months due to each vendor’s 
financial hardships.
 In the months since, 
Cleveland has worked with 
vendors to offer phone and 
online orders with curbside 
pickup so customers could 
continue to conveniently shop 
at the West Side Market.
 A consultant has been 
working with Cleveland offi-
cials to better improve the lo-
cation’s business strategy and 
introduced several upgrades, 
including:
 New vendor booth 
prototypes, which are under 
construction
 New arcade doors that 
are expected to be installed in 
2021
 Accept bids to con-
duct electrical upgrades [Re-
lated: Vendor disputed city of 
Cleveland’s claim after worker 
receives electric shock at West 
Side Market]
 Design of a new meat 
preparation room
 The West Side Market 
remains open every Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, 

Happy New YearHappy New Year
CelebrateCelebrate
Kwanzaa!Kwanzaa!

December 26, 2020December 26, 2020

Services held for Bell
 Services for Hugh Bai-
ley Thomas Bell will be held on 
Tuesday, December 29 with visi-
tiation at 9:30 a.m. and services 
at 10:00 a.m. at Calhoun Funeral 
Home, 17010 Lake Shore Blvd.
 Bell was born on March 
1, 1936 in West Point, Geor-
gia to the late Boozer and Sarah 
Bell. Bell, who was fondly called 
‘Tommy’ came to Cleveland 
when he was 10 years old.
 Bell attended East Tech-
nical High School where he 
completed his education and he 
worked for the Hough Opportuni-
ty Center, MetroHealth Medical 
Center, and P.M.I. for 27 years. 
He retired from P.M.I.
 Bell was a dedicated 
deacon for many years at True 
Light Baptist Church until an ill-

ness sideline him.
 Bell is survived by his 
wife, Barbara, and his children, 
siblings, grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, and a host of oth-
er relatives and friends.

Bell

Rice

 The Justice Department’s 
announcement attributes much of 
the decision-making to the agen-
cy’s career prosecutors or non-
politically appointed officials who 

COVID-19 Pandemic takes over as Clevelanders await vaccines
 Ohio has had 682,570 to-
tal cases of COVID-19 and 8,722 
total deaths, the Ohio Department 
of Health reported December 29.
 The number of reported 
deaths in Ohio increased by 151 
from December 28. It’s the second 

highest number of deaths reported 
in a single day, behind November 
25 when 156 deaths were reported.
 The median age of those 
who have died is 80. 
 The number of reported 
cases increased by 7,526 from De-

cember 28.
 The individuals who have 
tested positive range in age of less 
than a year to 111 years old; the me-
dian age is 43.
 The total number of in-
dividuals who have been tested in 

Ohio is 7,597,911. The daily 
percent positivity of confirmed 
laboratory tests is 15.5%, with 
a seven-day moving average of 
12.6%, according to data from 
Dec. 27. 
 The ODH reports 
37,636 cumulative hospitaliza-
tions, and 5,801 individuals 
have been admitted to the ICU 

due to the coronavirus. The median 
age of those hospitalized is 67. 
The number of COVID-19 hospi-
talizations reported in the last 24 
hours is 560, with 52 ICU admis-
sions. There are currently 4,516 
patients hospitalized with the coro-
navirus – 1,110 are in the ICU, and 
706 are on ventilators.
 The ODH reports 535,487 
individuals are presumed recov-

ered – defined as cases with a 
symptom onset over 21 days prior 
who are not deceased.
 Cuyahoga County ac-
counts for 68,535 of the cases, 
4,586 hospitalizations and 888 
deaths.
 A total of 71,625 Ohio-
ans have received the first dose of 
the COVID-19 vaccine through 
December 28.

Williams

 Ricky Williams, two years 
old, is the son of Shequila and Dan 
Williams. He attends nursery school. 
He has a hearty appetite and his 
favorite food is pizza. Being an ac-
tive kid, Ricky likes to ride his bike 
which is his favorite toy.

 Ohio has had 682,570 total cases of COVID-19 and 8,722 total deaths, the Ohio Department of Health reported 
December 29. The number of reported deaths in Ohio increased by 151 from December 28. It’s the second highest number 
of deaths reported in a single day, behind November 25 when 156 deaths were reported

assault and having weapons under dis-
ability and on two counts of improper-
ly handling firearms in a motor vehicle. 
 According to prosecutors, 
on December 19, Wilson and Breyana 
Presley, 33, argued in her vehicle as she 
was driving along Interstate 77. Two of 
her four children were in the backseat. 
They are 12 years old and eight months 
old.
 Wilson shot the victim mul-
tiple times before the vehicle came 
to a stop near the Harvard Avenue 

ramp. He then ran from the car. Pre-
sley was taken to a nearby hospital 
where she was pronounced dead 
shortly after.Her children were not 
injured.
 Wilson was found hiding 
nearby in the brush along the freeway 
and was arrested.
 Wilson is being held at the 
Cuyahoga County Jail on $1 million 
bond. He will be arraigned at a later 
date.  
 In another act of violence, a 
man is in custody, but not charged, af-
ter two women were shot on Wednes-
day.
 According to the police re-
port, the shooting happened just be-
fore 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday near the 
intersection of East 211th Street and 
Roberts Avenue.Paramedics took the 
women to an undisclosed local hospi-
tal.
 One of the women was shot 
in the chest while the other one was 
shot in the hand.,Police took a man at 
the scene into custody.
 Cleveland city council 
members and groups who help 
women who are victims of violence 
are planning a rally.
 Recently the group reacted 
to the attack of a 17-year-old wom-
an at the Gas USA on St. Clair Av-
enue on Sept.ember 30.
 The attack, which was re-
corded by a gas station customer, 
has Cleveland police looking for 
33-year-old Raymond Jamel Shep-
herd in connection with assault.
 Cuyahoga County court 
records indicate Shepherd pleaded 
guilty to a 2019 domestic violence 
charge last month. According to the 
police report, the victim was sim-
ply in the store trying to buy snacks 
when the attack took place.

independently reviewed the evi-
dence. But the New York Times 
reported in October that career 
prosecutors had asked in 2017 to 
convene a grand jury, but depart-
ment supervisors denied the re-
quest two years later, effectively 
ending the investigation.
 The department cited the 
difficulty to successfully bring 
federal civil rights charges against 
police officers.
 “The government must 
prove beyond a reasonable doubt 
that the officers acted willfully. 
This high legal standard – one 
of the highest standards of intent 
imposed by law – requires proof 
that the officer acted with the spe-
cific intent to do something the 
law forbids,” the department said. 
“It is not enough to show that 
the officer made a mistake, acted 
negligently, acted by accident or 
mistake, or even exercised bad 
judgment.”

 The city of Cleveland is continuing to make improvements at the 
West Side Market as the historic location faced persistent unexpected chal-
lenges during the COVID-19 health crisis.
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VANTAGE POINT
Karamu House to celebrate Kwanzaa, MLK Day

YOUR HEALTH

Sias

 Karamu House will 
kick-off its 2020-21 In the 
Tradition community pro-
gram series with a virtual 
presentation, “Kwanzaa with 
Karamu,” available for free, 
on-demand streaming begin-
ning December 26, 2020. 
Annually, the In the Tradi-
tion series features free and 
culturally-specific offerings 
that speak directly to the Af-
rican American experience, 
including Kwanzaa, MLK 
Day, Black History Month, 
and Juneteenth, among oth-
ers.
 Heading into its 
106th year, Karamu, under 
the direction of president and 
CEO Tony F. Sias continues 
to prioritize the Kwanzaa 

holiday and celebration of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. because it recognizes that 
history and legacy are impor-
tant parts of current identity. 
“Our In the Tradition series 
is designed to engage people 

from different races, reli-
gions, and economic back-
grounds through the arts—
and to expand current levels 
of cultural awareness and 
understanding,” says Aseelah 
Shareef, Karamu’s Director 
of Community Engagement 
and Operations.
 Throughout the sev-
en days of Kwanzaa 2020, the 
annual celebration of African 
American and Pan African 
culture, Karamu premieres 
“Kwanzaa with Karamu,” a 
virtual celebration of song 
and dance with an educa-
tional presentation on the 
meaning and traditions of 
the Kwanzaa holiday. This 
original 35-minute presenta-
tion is available for free, on-

demand streaming December 
26, 2020 – January 1, 2021. 
While free to access, indi-
viduals must register on the 
Karamu website to view the 
program.
 Beginning on MLK 
Day 2021 (Monday, Janu-
ary 18), Karamu House will 
premiere “Infinite Hope,” a 
special celebration in honor 
of Dr. King. This 55-minute 
virtual presentation of spo-
ken word, song, and dance 
will be available for free, on-
demand streaming January 
18, 2021 – January 25, 2021. 
This production will be free-
ly accessible to all, but regis-
tration on the Karamu web-
site is required.

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

Older adults can combat loneliness through exercise
 When discussing 
health, people typically 
think of physical health-
their weight, strength, 
mobility, and potential 
health issues they are fac-
ing. However, when look-
ing at overall well-being, 
it’s important to think 
beyond the physical and 
focus on mental health as 
well.
 This is especially 
true for older Ameri-
cans, as many are tack-
ling physical and mental 
health issues alone. 
 According to 
the U.S. Census Bureau, 
more than 11 million 
people ages 65 and older 
are living alone and are at 
risk for loneliness or so-
cial isolation. 
 These issues can 
impact a person’s men-
tal and physical health 
significantly, leading to 
high blood pressure and 
disease, as well as depres-
sion. In fact, according to 
a Harvard Health study, 
“loneliness has an equiva-
lent risk factor to health 
as smoking 15 cigarettes a 
day, shortening one’s life 
span by eight years.”
 Social isolation 
can also make it harder 
for people to take control 
of their health as they do 
not have a network to sup-
port and motivate them to 
remain socially or physi-
cally active. 
 Activities that not 
only make people health-
ier but also allow them to 
connect with others can 
help those at risk for so-
cial isolation and improve 
health and well-being. 
 SilverSneakers, 
the nation’s leading com-
munity fitness program 
designed specifically for 
older adults, has seen the 
power of socialization 
combined with fitness, 
firsthand.
 For more than 25 
years, SilverSneakers has 
been helping older adults 
enjoy and get the most out 
of life by engaging partic-
ipants in physical activity, 
as well as fostering new 
friendships with a wel-
coming member commu-
nity.     
Through exercise and 

social interactions, Sil-
verSneakers helps people 
maximize their health and 
well-being, and maintain 
an active lifestyle—rec-
ognizing that community 
is just as important as the 
fitness aspect. 
 In fact, a recent 
survey of SilverSneakers 
members revealed that 65 
percent of members have 
made new and valuable 
friendships through the 
program.
 Community ex-
ercise programs like Sil-
verSneakers help engage 
older adults in social ac-
tivities and give them a 
built-in network of sup-
port, while also offering 
the benefit of improving 
their physical health.
 To find out if you 
are eligible for Silver-
Sneakers or to find a class 
in your area, visit www.
SilverSneakers.com. 
 Yoga is another 
good option to get seniors 
moving.
 Health benefits of 
yoga for seniors include 
stronger bones, greater 
flexibility, stress relief 
and a more positive out-
look, according to the 
Huffington Post. Seniors 
are advised to look for 
the class and instructor 
that best suit their needs; 
many studios offer begin-
ner classes ideal for older, 
first-time attendees. 
 Regular exercise 
lowers the mortality rate 

by one-third and the risk 
of chronic disease by up 
to 40 percent, says Huff-
ington Post stress expert 
Dr. Kathleen Hall. Since 
cardio and strength train-
ing may strain the bodies 
of some older individuals, 
yoga is an excellent low-
impact alternative.
 While aging de-
creases flexibility and of-
ten hampers the ability to 
perform everyday tasks, 
gentle yoga stretching 
reverses the process by 
increasing the flexibility 
of the spine - something 
many other exercises fail 
to do - while also hav-
ing a positive impact on 
mood and energy level, 
says health writer and 
yoga therapist Eva Norlyk 
Smith.
 Some yoga pos-
tures are believed to ease 
the anxiety, hot flashes 
and painful menstruation 
caused by the hormonal 
fluctuations of meno-
pause, explains Huffing-
ton Post. 
 Yoga done gently 
is not only safe for persons 
with osteoporosis, it also 
prevents and slows bone 
loss, explains Dr. Loren 
Fishman, medical direc-
tor of Manhattan Physical 
Medicine. Dr. Fishman's 
extensive research in-
cludes a study that indi-
cated persons practicing 
yoga in their late-60s in-
creased bone density over 
a two-year period.

By NATHANIEL SILLIN

 Whether it’s a mat-
ter of comfort, appearance or 
safety, there are many medi-
cal procedures that you may 
want or need, but your health 
insurance won’t cover.
 Laser eye surgery 
may fall into the want cat-
egory for most people and 
it can be a hefty investment 
with each eye costing several 
thousand dollars. For those 
wanting to start a family, 
infertility treatments, which 
can cost over $10,000, may 
be closer to a need. Yet most 
states don’t require health in-
surance to cover treatments.
 Considering the 
lasting impact that these and 
other procedures can have on 
your life, you may not want 
to seek out the least expen-
sive option. However, that 
doesn’t mean you should 
forgo attempts to save alto-
gether. From tax-advantaged 
accounts to comparison 
shopping doctors, there are 
many approaches to safely 
cutting costs.
 See if you could 

get a tax break. Although tax 
breaks don’t lower a medical 
procedure’s price, tax deduc-
tions can decrease your tax-
able income and by using a 
tax-advantaged account you 
may be able to pay for some 
medical procedures with in-
come-tax-free money.
 Take a medical ex-
pense tax deduction. If you 
itemize your tax deductions, 
you can get a deduction for 
your qualified medical ex-
penses that exceed 10 percent 
of your adjusted gross in-
come. Laser eye surgery and 
some fertility enhancement 
treatments may qualify. 
 However, cosmetic 
surgery doesn’t unless it’s 
related to a congenital abnor-
mality, disfiguring disease or 
an injury resulting from trau-
ma or an accident.
Use an employer-sponsored 
flexible spending account 
(FSA). Some employers offer 
FSAs as an employee benefit. 
You can make tax-deductible 
contributions to the account 
each year and withdraw the 
money tax-free to pay for 
qualified medical expenses, 
including health insurance 

deductibles and copayments. 
However, this approach could 
require planning as you may 
forfeit remaining FSA money 
at the end of each year.
 Enroll in health in-
surance with a health savings 
account (HSA). An HSA ac-
count is similar to an FSA 
in that you can contribute 
pre-tax money and withdraw 
funds to pay for eligible med-
ical expenses tax-free. 
 HSAs don’t have the 
use-it-or-lose-it requirement, 
but to qualify for an HSA ac-
count, you need to enroll in a 
High Deductible Health Plan 
(HDHP) and can’t be eligible 
for Medicare.
Ask your health insurance 
company about discounts. 
Even when a health insurance 
provider doesn’t cover a pro-
cedure, members may still be 
able to save money by going 
through their insurance.
 For example, health 
insurance generally won’t 
cover the cost of Laser eye 
surgery, but your provider 
may offer a 5 to 15 percent 
discount if you get the sur-
gery at partner eye care cen-
ters.
 Health insurance 
requirements can also vary 
from one state to another, 
and you should double-check 
your benefits before assum-
ing something isn’t covered. 
Infertility treatment is one 
of these gray areas, as some 
states require health insur-
ance plans to provide cover-
age while others do not.
 Compare costs from 
different providers. Vary-
ing medical costs sometimes 

Cut the cost of elective medical expenses
make headlines when pa-
tients find out that a $3,000 
medical procedure at a hos-
pital could cost several hun-
dred at a nearby clinic. If it’s 
not an emergency, there are 
websites that you can use 
to comparison shop nearby 
medical centers and get esti-
mated prices.
 Some people also 
look for savings in other 
countries. Medical tourism 
is a growing industry, and 
millions of people travel 
outside their home countries 
seeking lower costs, higher-
quality services, treatments 
that aren’t available at home, 
a relaxing environment to 
recover in or a combination 
of several of these factors. 
While the U.S. is a destina-
tion for some medical tour-
ists, Canada, Southeast Asia, 
Latin America and parts of 
Europe are also popular.
 Although you may 
not be able to convince your 
health insurance company 
to cover what it considers 
an elective procedure; you 
can turn to other methods to 
save money. As with other 
large expenses, you can take 
a dual big- and little-picture 
approach by looking for tax 
breaks that lower your ef-
fective cost and savings op-
portunities that can reduce a 
procedure’s price. 
 Nathaniel Sillin 
directs Visa’s financial edu-
cation programs. To follow 
Practical Money Skills on 
Twitter: www.twitter.com./
PracticalMoney.
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Islam In The Community

Wanted 
Cleveland Buckeyes Baseball Team

Baseball Collectibles 
Items From Other Cleveland Teams That 
Played In The Professional Negro League
Autographed Baseballs - Photos - Programs

Bats - Schedules - Yearbooks - Tickets - Movies
Guides - Buttons - Postcards - Baseball Cards

Also Wanted Items On:
Satchel Paige - Larry Doby - Luke Easter  

Minnie Monoso - Al Smith 
Dave Pope - Dave Hoskins

Paying Top Dollar 
Call (330) 856-7047 or (216) 721-1674

READ
EAST SIDE

DAILY NEWS 
ON LINE

www.eastsidedailynews.com
Call (216) 721-1674

Wanted Experienced
Journalist

Call (216) 721-1674

Newspaper For Sale
Ideal For Person

Who Wants To Be
Involved In Total
Cleveland Area!

Call (216) 721-1674

Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers                

Visit Our Website: Class1Pavers.com

Specializing In Residential Driveways

Need Help?    Great Financing!!
Call:  (216) 397-6349

Roof Repair & Tune-up            

1481 Warresnville Ctr. Rd.South Euclid, Ohio 44121

A + Rating By BBB 

• Siding
• Masonary Work
• Rec. Rooms *
• Seal Coating
• Siding
• Roofing
• Handicap Shower 

And Walk In Tubs

Roof Leaks? We Can Help!





Kitchen and Bathroom
30% Savings

• Windows

"ISLAM IN THE COMMUNITY"

For questions or more information on ISLAM contact:
Imam Mutawaf  Shaheed

216-938-8059
email: masjidalmumin@yahoo.com

In the name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful

Masjid Al-Mumin/ Islamic Revivalist Movement
2690 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Cleveland, Ohio 44104

Driveway
(Concrete and Asphalt)

Junie’s Affordable Transportation
Cash, Money Orders, NO Checks Please!
Make Money Orders Payable To:  Robert Williams Jr.
Pick Up Location: 10210 Woodland Avenue (Rear)
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
Every Monday
Grafton Correction........... $40.00
Morning Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 11:00 a.m.
Afternoon Visit Time 12:00 p.m. To 3:00 p.m.        NO Refunds
                                                                 Money Must Be In A Week
                                                                 In Advance NO Exceptions 
Every Wednesday
Richland Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 7:30 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.
Richland Correction Goes by Odd Number Day Visit Or Even Number
Day Visit You Could Contact Richland Correction For That
Information Or You Could Also Contact:
Junie’s Affordable Transportation
Every Friday
Mansfield Correction..........$50.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 2:00 p.m.
Saturday Reservations Only
Marion Correction..........$60.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.

Children Under 12 Years Of Age Ride Half Price
Proof Of Childs Age Is Required

For Information Contact: Junie: (216) 795-1705 Or (216) 269-6636

For All Your Printing - Call: (216) 721-1674
Business Cards - Flyers
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By DR. JAMES L. SNYDER

 It’s hard to believe, 
but another Christmas has 
come and gone. It comes 
so slow but leaves so fast. I 
guess I’ll never understand 
that. This Christmas was 
probably the most unusual 
that I have ever experienced.
 When I was young, 
I remember those first Christ-
mases; they were so slow in 
getting here. I think for the 
week leading up to Christ-
mas, every day gained at 
least 10 new hours. By the 
time Christmas Eve arrived, I 
was so worn out waiting that 
I didn’t know what to do.
 I can’t remember 
my first Christmas because I 
was only five months old at 
the time. I have a hard time 
remembering those early 
Christmases, but I’m sure 
they were times of fun and 
merriment. There were no 
cell phones at that time and 
so I have no selfies to show.
 The day after 
Christmas, the Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage 
and I were sitting around the 
Christmas tree drinking our 
morning cup of coffee. Look-
ing at the tree brought back a 
lot of memories for both of 
us. My memories are vaguer 
than hers, but after all, it’s the 
memory the counts.
 At our stage in life, 
we are at what’s called the 
empty nest stage, and the 
house is so quiet. Reflect-
ing on this, I couldn’t help 
but remember some of those 
Christmases were so loud 
and so much energy, I didn’t 
think that Christmas Day 
would ever get over.
 Leading up to 
Christmas in our house was 
quite interesting. The Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parson-
age puts everything together, 
and she has a plan for every-
thing.
 I remember one 
year trying to help her, and I 
just got in her way. Not only 
that, but I dropped a couple 
of Christmas tree ornaments, 
and they broke. To this day, 
I’ve never made up for that 
one.

 As we were sitting 
around the Christmas tree, 
I remembered a Christmas 
when I was rather young. This 
would have been hundreds 
of years ago, I’m sure. That 
Christmas, my father got me 
a Daisy Red Ryder BB gun 
for my present. Those were 
the days when such a thing as 
that happened.
 I was never so hap-
py with a Christmas present 
in all my life. I can’t be sure 
how many boxes of BBs I 
went through that first month 
of having it. Nothing was 
more exciting to me than go-
ing outside and shooting my 
BB gun at anything and ev-
erything.
 I certainly long for 
those good old days when 
you could be a man no matter 
how old or young you were. 
A BB gun was a great asset at 
that time.
 I must confess that 
I had my BB gun confis-
cated during the first couple 
of days after Christmas. For 
some reason, I’m still not 
sure about it today, I was not 
supposed to shoot any win-
dows in the house. I think, if 
I remember correctly, there 
were three windows I shot 
during that episode.
 Not only did I have 
my BB gun confiscated, but 
there was a Christmas spank-
ing that went along with that. 
I can almost feel the spank-
ing today.
 When I got my BB 
gun for Christmas, nobody 
told me that there were cer-
tain things I wasn’t supposed 
to shoot. It wasn’t my fault 
that I shot a window. It was 
my parent’s fault for not tell-
ing me not to shoot a win-
dow. However, they were not 
interested in why I shot the 
window, only that I shot the 
window.
 In a couple of 
weeks, I did get it back and 
was very careful what I shot 
from that moment on. I re-
member I had a great time 
with it. I only wished I had 
that BB gun now. I often 
wondered what happened to 
that BB gun.
 I chuckled as I told 

 

my wife the story of my BB 
gun.
 As much as I tried, I 
never got a similar story from 
my wife. I know there were 
several, but I could never get 
her to own up to that truth. 
Of course, she knows if I had 
that kind of information that I 
could use it to my advantage.
 What I have discov-
ered about wives is that they 
talk a lot but know when not 
to talk. As far as husbands 
are concerned, they don’t 
talk that much, but they never 
know when not to talk.
 Admiring our 
Christmas tree for this year 
was a very special time. In a 
week or so, that tree would be 
taken down, the ornaments 
packed away, and the tree put 
back up into the attic where 
we stored it. While it was 
up, though, it was wonderful 
to think about all of the ac-
tivities that happened around 
that tree.
 Of course, down 
through the years, we have 
replaced that tree several 
times. But it’s the thought 
that really matters. All the 
wonderful stories that come 
from that tree certainly bring 
cheer to our hearts. We spent 
some time talking about the 
gifts we gave and the gifts we 
got.
 As we were remi-
niscing, I remembered a 
verse of Scripture that has 
encouraged me.
 “I have shewed you 
all things, how that so labour-
ing ye ought to support the 
weak, and to remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, how 
he said, It is more blessed to 
give than to receive” (Acts 
20:35).
 It’s not what you get 
that really matters, but what 
you give and the reason be-
hind that giving.
 Rev. James L. Sny-
der is pastor of the Family 
of God Fellowship, PO Box 
831313, Ocala, FL 34483. 
 He lives with his 
wife, Martha, in Silver 
Springs Shores. Call him at 
1-866-552-2543 or e-mail 
jamessnyder2@att.net or 
website www.jamessnyder-
ministries.com.

A Look At My World
Another Christmas tree in the bag

Malcolm X, Islam and the Civil Rights Movement
 Shortly after arriv-
ing at New York’s Kennedy 
Airport on May 21, 1964, 
Malcolm X was greeted by the 
largest throng of newspaper 
reporters he had ever seen. At 
first, he looked around curi-
ously, thinking that they must 
be there for some celebrity 
who had been on his flight. But 
soon he realized they were 
there for him. Malcolm X had 
just returned from his trip to 
Mecca and other parts of the 
Holy Land. He had also vis-
ited several nations in Africa. 
The reporters knew that the 
American Muslim leader had 
made a stir in the world and 
that from his published “Let-
ter from Mecca,” he seemed to 
have gone through some sort 
of transformation or awaken-
ing.
 Was it true, they 
asked, that he now accepted 
White men as brothers? Mal-
colm responded that his think-
ing had been broadened and 
that he had been “blessed … 
with a new insight.” “In two 
weeks in the Holy Land,” 
he explained, “I saw what I 
had never seen in 39 years in 
America. I saw all races, all 
colors — blue-eyed blonds to 
black-skinned Africans — in 
true brotherhood! In unity! 
Living as one! Worshipping as 
one!”
 Malcolm X contin-
ued: “I know now that some 

White people are truly sincere, 
that some truly are capable of 
being brotherly toward a Black 
man. The true Islam has shown 
me that a blanket indictment of 
all White people is as wrong as 
when Whites make blanket in-
dictments against Blacks.”
 Indeed, Malcolm X 
had also traveled to the moun-
taintop, like Dr. Martin Luther 
King, where he saw something 
similar, which was a diverse 
humanity respecting and em-
bracing each other in brother-
hood and sisterhood. But for 
him, it was a literal moun-
taintop experience, not just a 
vision, one that he could see, 
touch, smell and be in commu-
nion and relationship with.
 As much as Malcolm 
was changed by what he had 
experienced on his spiritual 
and experiential journey, he 
nevertheless made it clear that 
he was now “back in America” 
and that his attitude toward 
White people had to be in-
formed by “the White man’s 
(deeply rooted) racism toward 
the Black man” in this coun-
try. If the press was hoping 
that day for a message of rec-
onciliation, they were sorely 
disappointed, as the leader, in 
a burning critique, lambasted 
racism in America, along with 
the racism of Whites globally 
and their attempts to dominate 
African and African-heritage 
peoples. He also made it clear 

that, “non-White peoples of 
the world are sick of the con-
descending White man!” And 
in what would be his approach 
in dealing with White racism 
in the U.S., Malcolm asked 
the reporters rhetorically, “Can 
you imagine what would hap-
pen … if all of these African-
heritage peoples ever realize 
their blood bonds, if they ever 
realize they all have a common 
goal — if they ever unite?”
 Malcolm had 
changed, but just not in the 
mold of Dr. King, as some 
were hoping or even anticipat-
ing. While his intense critique 
of White racism in America 
remained the same, one of the 
greatest changes for Malcolm 
was that his toolbox of op-
tions for change became larger. 
While he still advocated for 
American Black solidarity in 
the U.S., he now urged for a 
greater solidarity, or Pan-Af-
ricanism, that would include 
African Americans and Afri-
cans. He soon created a formal 
structure known as the Orga-
nization of African American 
Unity to link with the Organi-
zation of African Unity. And 
although Malcolm believed 
that national and international 
unity of Blacks was crucial, 
he held open the possibility 
that others, including Whites, 
could work together for change 
if they were sincere, though he 
encouraged them to work to 

eradicate racism within White 
communities. In other words, 
he had now moved from no 
possibility of Black and White 
cooperation to alliance-build-
ing across racial lines.
 And while his cri-
tique of racist Whites remained 
as harsh as ever, he no longer 
used dehumanizing metaphors 
about Whites in general. Per-
haps most significantly, Mal-
colm X’s understanding of the 
nature of race relations moved 
past the Black-White dichoto-
my and became an issue of hu-
man rights and dignity, though 
he would still advocate the 
importance of creating Black 
identity and solidarity. He be-
gan to speak increasingly of 
human beings, rather than of 
Blacks and Whites, declaring 
that “human beings should be 
respected as such, regardless 
of color.” In short, some of the 
dualities that were in tension 
for Malcolm before his trip, 
and that were irreconcilable 
or not considered, were now 
more fluid and were seen to-
gether as a spectrum of possi-
bilities. As Malcolm now made 
clear, “I’m a human being first 
and foremost, and as such I’m 
for whoever and whatever ben-
efits humanity as a whole.”
 There were several 
things that contributed to Mal-
colm’s change, including his 
time in Africa after Mecca, and 
even an introspective journey 
before his trip. But one of the 
most important, I believe, was 
the religion of Islam, both in 
his study of the Holy Quran, 
which he had been doing for 
sometime, and in his experi-
ence of the best of an embodied 
Islam at Mecca and in the Holy 
Land. As Malcolm explained, 
“My thinking has been opened 
up wide in Mecca … It has 
forced me to rearrange much 
of my own thought patterns, 
and to toss aside some of my 
previous conclusions.”
 The deep, personal 
significance of Malcolm’s pil-
grimage to Mecca can perhaps 
be best understood when we 
contrast it with his own world 
that not only rejected the one-
ness of humanity, a founda-
tional teaching of Islam, but 
intentionally divided and de-

humanized others because of 
their color. 
 The Christian Ameri-
can world that Malcolm had 
stepped out of had been a pro-
foundly disruptive and painful 
one from his childhood for-
ward. His family had been the 
victims of racial violence, as 
the KKK terrorized them with 
threats and violence. When 
Malcolm was only 6, his fa-
ther, Earl Little, was killed, re-
portedly by accident, but sus-
pected by some to have been 
the target of racist Whites. 
While Malcolm’s mother, Lou-
ise, tried to keep the family 
going, Malcolm recalled her 
belittlement and humiliation 
by White officials as she tried 
to get assistance. 
 Eventually her de-
pression grew overwhelming 
and Louise went to a psychi-
atric hospital, where she spent 
the rest of her life. Having lost 
his parents, Malcolm soon lost 
the rest of his family as he 
and his siblings were split up 
and shipped off to live in dif-
ferent foster homes. Although 
Malcolm immersed himself in 
school, becoming class presi-
dent of his all-White eighth-
grade class, racism reared its 
ugly head again and was rein-
forced when he was told that 
his dream to become a lawyer 
was “not something for a Ne-
gro to aspire to.” Eventually 
Malcolm’s life spiraled into 
crime and drugs until he ended 
up in prison.
 Thus, with his own 
painful and likely traumatic 
background and racist America 
as a backdrop and contrast, the 
diversity and universality of 
Mecca must have been a per-
sonally liberating experience 
on different levels, allowing 
him to at least begin to release 
what he described as blind an-
ger. We get a sense of this from 
his letters and autobiography, 
where for the first time in his 
life, he felt like a “complete 
human being,” and where he 
was “utterly speechless and 
spellbound” by all the colors 
and nationalities who wor-
shiped and lived together on 
the pilgrimage.
 The sacred text of 
the Holy Quran and the sa-

cred experience of Mecca and 
the Holy Land provided Mal-
colm with a vision, and even a 
model for a nation and a world 
where racial coexistence and 
equality might become a pos-
sibility. It had given him “in-
sight and perspective to see 
that the Black men and White 
men truly could be brothers.” 
This was a shift for Malcolm 
from a vision of strict racial 
separatism to one of possible 
racial coexistence.
And while Malcolm would ad-
vocate more than ever bring-
ing together peoples of African 
heritage to build Black solidar-
ity — which seemed exclusive 
and to contradict the universal-
ity taught by Islam, as Mus-
lim leaders had pointed out 
critically during his time — it 
was for him a necessary step 
in the real world, or a means 
by which to gain respect “as 
human beings” who have 

been dehumanized by White 
supremacy. While there were 
certainly unresolved tensions 
in Malcolm’s thinking between 
Black Nationalism and Islam, 
he believed that African Amer-
icans and Africans had to first 
come together and break free 
of White control, physically 
and narratively. 
 They had to become 
makers and controllers of their 
own destiny, reclaim their hu-
manity, eradicate racial bar-
riers and move toward that 
greater vision of coexistence.



SPORTS
EAST SIDE DAILY NEWS

 The University of Akron football team concludes 
the home portion of its 2020 schedule this Saturday, Dec.
ember 5, as the Zips welcome Bowling Green to InfoCision 
Stadium-Summa Field. 

Hodge sets CSU record Tuesday, December 29, 2020- Friday, January 1, 2021

By Karl Bryant
	 After	 losing	 their	first	3	games,	 the	Vikings	have	
won	4.	Junior	college	transfer,	D’Moi	Hodge,	was	0	for	9	
from	the	field	for	CSU,	but	made	four	free	throws	against	
OU.	Against	 the	Buckeyes,	he	scored	14	points.	He’s	also	
scored	 14	 points	 in	 his	 last	 two	 contests.	 	 But	 in	 a	 game	
in-between,	Hodge	went	off	the	charts,	with	a	scintillating	
46-point	 performance	 in	 an	 89-80	 CSU	win	 over	 Purdue	
Fort Wayne. 

Baseball pitcher Phil Niekro dies
  Phil	Niekro,	who	threw	a	pitch	that	baffled	
hitters	 and	catchers	known	as	 the	knuckleball	 car-
ried	him	to	more	than	300	wins,	earned	him	a	spot	in	
the	Baseball	Hall	of	Fame	and	gave	him	a	nickname	
that	stuck	for	the	rest	of	his	life,	Knucksie.	The	long-
time	stalwart	of	the	Atlanta	Braves	rotation	died	af-
ter	a	lengthy	fight	with	cancer,	the	team	announced	
Sunday,	December	26.	He	was	81.

 

Jets down Browns make playoffs iffy
By	KARL	BRYANT
 
	 A	 week	 ago,	 ev-
eryone	 was	 expecting	 the	
Browns	 at	 this	 time	 to	 be	
celebrating	 their	 first	 play-
off	berth	since	2002.	Unfor-
tunately,	 the	 2-13	 NY	 Jets	
made	 things	 complicated	
with	 a	 23-16	 beating	 that	
left	 the	 10-5	 Browns	 with	
a	 nearly	 do-or-die	 scenario	
when	 they	 play	 the	 Steel-
ers	 Sunday.	 A	 win	 would	
put	them	in	as	a	Wild	Card.	
A	loss	would	force	them	to	
depend	 on	 other	 teams	 to	
help	them	out	in	their	effort	

to	make	the	post-season.
				With	their	top	four	receiv-
ers	 missing,	 in	 addition	 to	

Odell	Beckham,	Jr.,	who	 is	
out	for	the	year	due	to	inju-

ry,	 the	 Browns	 thought	 the	
Jets	would	load	up	on	their	
ground	attack.	So,	instead	of	
challenging	from	the	onset,	
the	Browns	 eschewed	 their	
NFL	 3rd-ranked	 running	
game	 and	 came	 out	 throw-
ing	 to	 short	 passing	 routes,	
which	 were	 being	 covered	
tightly	 by	 Jet	 defenders.	
Meanwhile,	the	Browns	De-
fense	 allowed	 NY	 to	 score	
20	points.
	 	 	 	 Facing	 a	 17-point	 defi-
cit,	 the	Browns	went	 to	 an	
up-tempo	 two-minute	 Of-
fense	–	which	further	aban-
doned	 the	 running	 game	 -	
and	 saw	 decent	 success,	 as	
they	 made	 a	 comeback.	 A	
late	 turnover,	on	QB	Baker	
Mayfield’s	 second	 fumble	
of	the	game,	put	the	Browns	
Defense	 in	 the	 shadow	 of	
their	own	goalpost,	but	they	
were	able	 to	hold	and	have	
NYJ	settle	for	a	FG.
				Now	needing	a	TD	to	tie,	
Mayfield	 had	 the	 Browns	
on	 the	 move.	 The	 Browns	

earlier	 had	 converted	 two	
QB	 snakes	 for	 1st	 Downs	
earlier,	so	tried	a	QB	sneak	
on	4th	and	1	at	 the	NY	16.	
Unfortunately,	 Mayfield	
had	his	 third	 fumble	of	 the	
day,	 which	 the	 Browns	 re-
covered,	but	due	to	the	rule	
that	in	the	last	two	minutes,	
a	 fumbling	 player	must	 re-
cover	 his	 own	 fumble	 in	
order	 to	 advance	 the	 ball,	
Mayfield	was	ruled	short	of	
the	 1st	 Down	 marker,	 and	
Cleveland	 turned	 the	 ball	
over	on	Downs.
	 In	 addition	 to	 the	
fumbles,	 Mayfield	 threw	
the	 ball	 53	 times,	 complet-
ing	 28	 for	 285	 yards	 and	
was	 sacked	 four	 times.	 TE	
Austin	 Hooper,	 who	 was	
targeted	15	times,	had	seven 
catches	 for	 71	 yards.	 Nick	
Chubb	 and	 Kareem	 Hunt	
ran	for	TDs,	but	the	Browns	
only	had	a	measly	45	yards 
on	the	ground.
	 NY	 QB	 Sam	 Dar-
nold	 completed	 half	 of	 his	
32	 passes	 for	 171	 yards	
and	 two	 TDs	 and	 was	
sacked	 twice.	WR	 Jamison	
Crowder	 caught	 a	 TD	 and	
also	threw	a	TD	pass	off	of	
an	end	around.	NYJ	had	131	
yards	rushing.
	 	 	 	 It	 was	 not	 a	 good	 day	
for	 place	 kickers.	 Browns	
K	 Cody	 Parkey	 “doinked”	
another	 extra	 point.	 NY	
K	 Sam	 Ficken	 had	 a	 FG	
and	 XP	 blocked	 by	 CLE’s	
Sheldon	 Richardson	 and	
also	 kicked	 the	 ball	 out	 of	
bounds	 to	 give	 the	Browns	
good	field	position	after	the	

Jets	 last	 FG.	 As	 a	 bonus,	
CLE	 P	 Jamie	 Gillen	 -	 the	
Scottish	Hammer,	who	was	
called	 on	 to	 punt	 six	 times	
(NY	 had	 seven),	 got	 to	 try	
an	extra-long	FG	at	the	end	
of	the	Half,	but	he	was	short	
and	to	the	right.
	 	 	 	 The	 next	 day,	 address-
ing	 the	Media,	Coach	Kev-
in	 Stefanski	 lamented	 the	
nearly-last	minute	news	that	
almost	 his	 entire	 receiving	
corps	 would	 be	 out	 due	 to	
COVID-19	 protocols,	 but	
took	 responsibility	 for	 the	
loss.	 He	 remarked,	 “Yeah,	
obviously,	any	extra	time	or	
any	 extra	 lead	 time	 would	
theoretically	 be	 a	 benefit,	
but	 I	 do	 want	 to	 reiterate	
that is not why we lost yes-
terday.	 We	 got	 beat.	 I	 got	
out-coached.	 We	 have	 to	
be	better.	We	had	 the	play-
ers	 we	 needed	 to	 win	 that	
game,	and	we	did	not	get	it	
done.”	
	 He	nonetheless	felt	
confident	 of	 the	 upcoming	
game	 against	 the	 Steelers,	
saying,	 “The	 guys	 coming	
off	of	a	loss	have	made	sure	
that	they	learned	from	it	this	
season,	 and	 that	 is	 where	
our	coaches	have	to	do	a	re-
ally	good	job	of	identifying	
things	 that	 we	 have	 to	 get	
better	 at,	we	 have	 to	make	
our	corrections	and	then	we	
are	 going	 to	 move	 on.	We	
are	going	to	make	sure	that	
that	we	are	putting	all	of	the	
focus	 on	 the	 work	 we	 put	
in.	That	 is	 just	 how	we	 do	
things	around	here.”
				Keep	your	fingers	crossed.

Mayfield

Cavs start season smartly
By	KARL	BRYANT

  
	 	 	 	 The	 Cavs	 lost	 to	 the	
Knicks,	 95	 -	 86	 in	 their	
first	loss	of	the	season	after	
getting	off	to	a	good	start.
	 They	 won	 their	
first	 three	 games	 of	 the	
regular season for the 
first	 time	 since	 2016-17.	
They’ll	 host	 the	 Knicks,	
to	whom	they	lost	twice	in	
the	pre-season,	after	Press	
Time.
	 	 	 	 The	 Cavs	 opened	 the	
season	 at	 Home	 with	 a	
121-114	 win	 over	 Char-
lotte.	 Collin	 Sexton	 led	
CLE	 with	 27	 points	 and	
Darius	 Garland	 scored	
22.	Andre	Drummond	had	
14	 points	 and	 14	 boards.	
Cavs	1st	Round	pick	Isaac	
Okoro	scored	11	points	in	
his	NBA	debut.	Terry	Ro-
zier	 led	Charlotte	with	42	
points	 and	 Gordon	 Hay-
ward	added	28.
				The	Cavs	next	posted	a	
128-119	2	OT	win	over	the	
Pistons	 in	 the	Motor	City.	
Sexton	 scored	 32	 to	 lead	
them.	 Drummond	 scored	
23	 points	 and	 grabbed	
16	 rebounds	 against	 his	
long-time	 former	 team.	
Drummond,	 who	 used	 to	

be	 known	 for	 his	 Charity	
Stripe	 problems,	 made	 9	
of	 15	 free	 throws,	 includ-
ing	five	down	the	stretch	to	
help	forge	a	 tie	at	 the	end	
of	regulation.	Cedi	Osman	
had	 22	 points.	 Garland	
had	 12	 assists	 to	 go	 with	
21	 points.	 Jerami	 Grant	
scored	28,	and	Blake	Grif-
fin,	 26,	 for	 DET.	 Derrick	
Rose	 scored	 13,	 with	 6	
turnovers.
				In	their	latest	win	on	Sun-
day,	CLE	routed	the	76ers,	
118-94,	in	the	second	game	
of	a	back-to-back,	no	less.	
The	Cavs	outscored	Phila-
delphia	 in	 every	 quarter.	
Drummond	 led	 CLE	with	
24	points	and	pulled	down	
14	rebounds.		
	 Sexton	 added	 22	
points.	 Okoro	 was	 out	
having	been	injured	in	the	
previous	contest.	Oddly	in	
that	Detroit	 game,	 he	 had	
zero	points	and	zero	assists	
on	 0	 for	 4	 shooting	 in	 42	
minutes,	although	he	made	
the stat sheet with three re-
bounds.
				Tobias	Harris	led	Philly	
with	 16	 points	 and	 Ben	
Simmons	was	right	behind	
with	15.	Star	C	Joel	Embi-
id	was	out,	which	contrib-
uted	to	Drummond’s	Field	

day.	 Long-of-tooth	 backup	
C	Dwight	Howard,	who	 left	
a	 comfy	 spot	 on	 the	LeBron	
James-led	Champion	Lakers,	
struggled	 with	 nine	 points	
and	three	rebounds.
	 	 	 	Cavs	Coach	J.	B.	Bicker-
staff	 lauded	 his	 squad’s	 fast	
start,	 saying,	 “We’re	 play-
ing	 agenda-less	 basketball.	
That’s	 what	 the	 guys	 have	
bought	into.”
	 	 	 	A	 troubling	development,	
F	 Kevin	 Love	 played	 just	
nine	minutes	and	scored	four	
points.	He’d	missed	 the	 sea-
son	opener,	played	the	second	
game	 while	 scoring	 15,	 and	
tried	to	play	in	the	third.	
	 A	 calf	 injury	 that’s	
been	bothering	him	was	giv-
en	an	MRI	back	in	Cleve-
land	 and	 he	was	 told	 that	
he	 will	 need	 about	 three	
weeks	for	a	strain	to	heal.

Boxing Nostalgia
By	JIM	AMATO

 Rafael	 Herrera	
was	born	of	humble	begin-
nings	 on	 January	 7,	 1945	
in	 Jalisco,	 Mexico.	 He	
would	 become	 a	 profes-
sional	 boxer	 at	 the	 age	 of	
18.	For	years	he	fought	fel-
low	 novices,	 losing	 some	
but	winning	more.	He	was	
making	a	name	for	himself	
though.
	 In	 1966,	 he	
climbed	 up	 the	 ladder	
with	a	win	against	 rugged	
Memin	 Vega.	 Two	 fights	
later	he	drew	with	Geraldo	
Luna.
	 From	 the	 Luna	
bout	 Herrera	 ’s	 career	
took	off.	He	 reeled	off	16	
straight	wins.	Herrera	was	
then	 matched	 with	 future	
world	 champion	 Jesus	 ”	
Chucho	 ”	 Castillo.	 Her-
rera	was	 overwhelmed	 by	
Castillo	 and	 lost	 in	 three	
rounds.
	 Herrera	 	 was	 no	
quitter.	He	drew	with	Can-
ada’s	Billy	McGrandle	but	
two	 fights	 later	 he	 lost	 to	
the	 highly	 regarded	 Raul	
Cruz.
	 As	 1970	 rolled	
around,	 Herrera	 was	 con-
sidered	 a	 top	 notch	 boxer	
but	not	championship	ma-
terial.	 That	 all	 changed	
when	 he	 decided	 that	 he	
was	good	enough	to	make	

Rafael Herrera was one of the best fighters

it	to	the	top.	
	 This	 time,	 again,		
Herrera	 won	 a	 decision	
over	Octavio	Gomez.	This	
led	to	a	shot	against	unde-
feated	 Rodolfo	 Martinez	
for	 North	American	 Box-
ing	 Federation	 bantam-
weight	title.	In	a	very	close	
and	exciting	fight,	Herrera	
got	 the	 verdict	 and	 the	 ti-
tle.
	 That	 was	 the	
spring	 board	 for	 Herrera	
’s	 career.	 Next	 he	 would	
halt	 the	 highly	 regarded	
Cesar	 Deciga.	 Two	 fights	
later	 he	 avenged	 an	 ear-
lier	 loss	by	outscoring	 the	
talented	 “Chucho”	 Cas-
tillo.	 In	 March	 of	 1972	
Herrera	 	 challenged	 the	
legendary	Ruben	Olivares	
for	 the	world’s	champion-
ship.	The	proud	champion	
fought	 his	 heart	 out	 but	
Herrera	was	not	 to	be	de-

nied	and	he	won	 in	 round	
eight	 capturing	 the	World	
Boxing	 Association	 and	
World	 Boxing	 Council	
bantamweight	titles.
	 Four	 months	 later	
Herrera	 traveled	 to	 Pana-
ma	to	take	on	smooth	box-
ing	 native	 Enrique	 Pinder	
who	 outpointed	 Herrera		
to	take	the	title.	The	WBC	
then	stripped	Pinder	of	the	
title	for	refusing	to	defend	
against	Rodolfo	Martinez.
	 In	 the	 meantime	
Herrera	 and	 Olivares	
hooked	 up	 in	 a	 rematch	
with	 Herrera	 	 winning	 a	
majority	 ten	 round	 deci-
sion.
 In January of 
1973,	 	 Pinder	 was	 halted	
by	 hard	 punching	 Romeo	
Anaya to lose the WBA 
title.	In	April	of	1973	Her-
rera	and	Martinez	met	 for	
the	vacant	WBC	title.	In	a	
wild	affair	Herrera	stopped	
Martinez	 in	 round	 12	 to	
annex the crown. In Au-
gust,	 Anaya	 would	 again	
KO	 Pinder	 to	 retain	 the	
WBA title.
	 Herrera	would	fin-
ish	1973	with	a	close	deci-
sion	win	against	Thailand’s	
Venice	 Borkhorsor.	 The	
Thai	 southpaw	 had	 once	
held	the	flyweight	title.	He	
gave	Herrera		fits	early	on	
as	 Herrera	 suffered	 cuts	

and	 swelling	 around	 both	
eyes.	Herrera	 gamely	 bat-
tled	his	way	back	and	after	
15	 brutal	 rounds,	 Herrera	
was	 awarded	 a	 controver-
sial	decision.	
	 In	 November	 of	
1973,	 South	 African	 Ar-
nold	 Taylor	 came	 from	
behind	to	bomb	out	Anaya	
to	capture	the	WBA	‘s	title	
recognition.
	 In	 May	 of	 1974,	
Herrera	 defended	 against	
ex-champ	 Anaya	 and	
stopped	him	in	round	six.		
Next	 up	 was	 a	 third	 fight	
with	 Rodolfo	 Martinez.	
This	time	Martinez	turned	
the	 tables	 halting	 Herrera	
in	the	fourth	round.	
	 Now	 without	 a	
title	Herrera		dropped	ver-
dicts	 to	 Octavio	 Gomez	
and	 Jose	 Luis	 Soto.	 Next	
came	 a	 draw	 with	 Jose	
Cervantes	 and	Herrera	 re-
tired.		Herrera		came	back	
ten years later to win a four 
rounder	 against	 Alfredo	
Meneses.	He	then	prompt-
ly	retired	for	good.
	 In	 61	 fights	 Her-
rera	posted	a	record	of	49-
9-3.	He	 scored	 19	 knock-
outs	 and	 was	 stopped	 on	
only	 two	 occasions.	 He	
was	a	solid	champion	who	
bridged	 the	 reigns	 of	 Ru-
ben	 Olivares	 and	 Carlos	
Zarate.

Herrera

Hunt Chubb

Steelers win AFC
By	ANDREW	CARTER

 Ben	 Roethlisberger	
led	 the	 Steelers	 back	 from	 a	
17-point	 deficit	 to	 defeat	 the	
Colts,	28-24.	In	the	process,	they	
won	the	AFC	North	and	by	beat-
ing	 10-5	 Indianapolis,	 kept	 the	
Browns,	who	lost	to	the	Jets,	in	
better	 position	 to	 grab	 a	 Wild	
Card.	 The	 11-3	 Steelers	 will	
travel	 to	 Cleveland	 to	 face	 the	
rival	10-5	Browns	in	the	regular	
season	finale.

													Because	the	Chiefs	locked	
up	 the	 No.	 1	 Seed	 and	 a	 1st	
Round	BYE	with	a	come-from-
behind	 win	 over	 Atlanta,	 and	
the	 No.	 2	 Seed	 Bills	 clobbered	
the	Tom	Brady-less	Patriots	and	
have	an	upcoming	game	they’re	
favored	to	win	against	Houston,	
the	Steelers	seem	locked	into	the	
3rd	 Seed.	 Steelers	 Coach	 Mike	
Tomlin	is	expected	to	either	rest	
some	starters	or	play	them	spar-
ingly	in	Sunday’s	game	vs.	CLE.

Celtics, HOF legend K.C. Jones dies 

 Hall	 of	 Famer	 and	
Boston	 Celtics	 legend	 K.C.	
Jones	died.	He	was	88	years	
old.	
 Jones was an eight-
time	 NBA	 champion	 during	
his nine-year career in Boston 
from	1958-67.	The	6-1	guard	
only	averaged	7.4	points	and	
5.0	assists	but	was	lauded	for	
his	defense.
	 He	went	into	coach-
ing	after	retiring,	including	a	
one-year title-winning stint as 
an assistant with the Los An-
geles	 Lakers.	 His	 first	 NBA	
head-coaching	 job	 was	 with	
the	Washington	Bullets	from	
1973-76,	where	he	made	 the	
playoffs	in	each	year.	His	first	
year with Washington was 
also	 the	 team’s	first year af-
ter	moving	from	Baltimore	to	
the	Capital	Centre	in	Lando-
ver,	Md.,	a	season	which	the	

team	was	known	as	the	Capi-
tal	 Bullets.	 The	 following	
year,	 their	 first	 as	 the	Wash-
ington	Bullets,	Jones	coached	
the	 team	 to	 its	 only	 60-win	
season in franchise history 
and	 an	 Eastern	 Conference	
Finals	appearance.	
	 After	leaving	Wash-
ington,	Jones	was	an	assistant	
coach	 with	 the	 Milwaukee	
Bucks	 for	 one	 year	 before	
returning	 to	 Boston,	 first	 as	
an	assistant	before	eventually	
taking	 over	 as	 head	 coach.	
There,	 he	 added	 three	 more	
championships	 to	 his	 re-
sume,	two	as	the	head	man	in	
charge.
	 Jones’	 eight	 titles	
as	 a	player	 are	 third-most	 in	
NBA	history,	trailing	only	his	
former	 teammates	 Bill	 Rus-
sell	(11)	and	Sam	Jones	(10).
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'Soul' is a tribute to the power of music
 Soul starring Jamie 
Foxx, Tina Fey, Angela Bas-
sett, Phylicia Rashad, and 
Questlove is the feel good 
movie of 2020.
 A musician who 
has lost his passion for music 
is transported out of his body 
and must find his way back 
with the help of an infant 
soul learning about herself.
 Joe’s death isn’t 
scary, but it asks young au-
diences to acknowledge the 
issue of mortality in a way 
that few films dare. And 
then, it proceeds to bend — 
although “shape” might be a 
more accurate word — their 
understanding of what hap-
pens before and after peo-
ple’s lives on Earth.
 Just before he 
bites the dust, Joe lands his 
big break, earning a shot to 
play with jazz legend Doro-
thea Williams (Angela Bas-
sett) at the Half Note club. 
Nearly all his life, Joe has 
wanted nothing more than 
to be a musician. He’s good, 
too, given the improvisa-

tions we’re privy to here — in 
class, in rehearsal and later, in 
the solitude of his own apart-
ment. So it’s not surprising 
that he might be alarmed to 
find himself on a conveyor belt 
through the Great Beyond, the 
void-like zone Docter and pro-
duction designer Steve Pilcher 
have imagined late souls enter 
just before they are zapped into 
oblivion.
 Again, this sequence 
could have been intimidating 
for young viewers — or old 
ones, for that matter — though 
the movie treats it lightly, al-
lowing Joe (who’s the only soul 
with second thoughts about the 
afterlife) to fall off the escala-
tor and plunge through several 
dimensions to the Great Be-
fore, a more Elysian Fields-
ian place with lilac skies and 
periwinkle grass where giggly, 
vaguely Casper the Friendly 
Ghost-like souls are prepped 
for Earth.
 It’s an awe-inspiring 
answer to an impossible chal-
lenge: How to animate the 
not-yet-animate? But this is a 

Pixar movie, so it’s no sur-
prise that the team opts to 
cutesify the abstract idea of 
a pre-corporeal self, giving 
each soul googly eyes and a 
pure glow. What we see are 
adorable amorphous blobs 
with trippy chromatic aberra-
tion around the edges — color 
fringing that suggests the vir-

tual lenses can barely capture 
their elusive luminosity (and 
the opposite of old-school 
animation, where characters 
were “contained” by thick 
black lines).
 Joe wants to get 
back to the body that (we 
learn) is still hooked up to 
life support. But he’s mistak-
en for a mentor and randomly 
assigned to a “soul mate,” No. 

22 (Tina Fey), a misfit who’s 
been around for ages and who 
seems perfectly content never 
to “get a life.” In fact, 22 pre-
fers it in the Great Before, 
where countless, more ac-
complished mentors than Joe 
— from Abraham Lincoln to 
Mother Theresa — have tried 
(and failed) to find her spark. 
But the overseers — a trio of 
classic UPA-style line draw-
ings (Alice Braga, Richard 
Ayoade and Wes Studi), each 
named Jerry — are easygoing 
enough to let these two give 
it a go, and before long, they 
find a loophole that lands 
them both on earth.
 It’s going to be hard 
for “Soul” audiences to keep 
this next twist a secret, but 
for the sake of the review, let 
it be a surprise how the pair 
manifest on earth. Joe’s des-
perate to get back to that jazz 
club, while 22 would give 
anything not to be dragged 
along on his single-minded 
— and clearly selfish — mis-
sion to make his jazz dreams 
come true. 

 In 'Soul' a musician who has lost his passion for music is 
transported out of his body and must find his way back with the help 
of an infant soul learning about herself.  

'The Perfect Guy' is a heartstopping thriller
Da 'Round Da Way Rewind Review



Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up

  

By CHRIS APPLING

TRIVIA - (Biographies)

MOVIE MATCH-UP - (Diahann Caroll)

 1. In the 1972 ro-
mance/ biograpy "Lady Sings
the Blues," Diana Ross por-
trayed the great jazz icon Billie 
Holiday and actor Billy
Dee Williams was her love inter-
est, but who is the comic/
comedian legend who was Holi-
day's friend "Piano Man"
in the film?
 2.  In what movie 
did black, romantic leading 
man Denzel Washington play a 
Southern African-American rug 
cleaner who falls in love with 
the daughter of a motel manag-
ing East Indian couple
who were forced to leave their 
home in Uganda after tyrant Idi 
Amin rose to power?
 3. Who is the deceased 
rapper that starred opposite pop 
superstar Janet Jackson in John 
Singleton's "Poetic Justice" 
(1993) in which Janet is a disil-

lusioned hairdresser who grieves 
over
the violent death of her boy-
friend by writing poetry?
 4. What film focused 
on the "May-December" ro-
mance that starred Angela Bas-
sett as a 40-year-old, African-
American woman who takes a 
trip to Jamaica and falls in love 
with a black
man who is 20 years younger
than her?
 5. Who is the actor
and actress that were featured in 
the film "Love and Basketball" 
(2000) as childhood friends 
who grow up together playing 
basketball, but then must learn 
to balance their emotions when 
romance blooms between them?
 ANSWERS: 1. Rich-
ard Pryor 2. 'Mississippi Masala' 
3. Tupac Shakur 4. 'How Stella 
Got Her Groove Back' 5. Omar 
Epps and Sanaa Lathan

FILMS: 1. 'Carmen Jones' (1954)
2. 'Eve's Bayou' (1997)
3. 'Having Our Say: TheDelaney 
Sisters' First 100 Years (1999)
4. 'The Courage to Love' (2000)
5. 'Sally Hemings: An American 
Scandal' (2000)
ROLES:
a) Mulatto mother of Third
President's true love

b) Creole mulatto mother of
quadroon turned nun
c) Made debut as Dorothy Dan-
dridge's friend
d) 1960's New Orleans voo-
dooienne
e) Elderly, educated "Colored" 
sibling
ANSWERS: 1, c; 2, d; 3, b;
4, e; 5, a

 If you would 
like to be a Beauty of The 
Week, send photo, phone 
number and information 
to EAST SIDE DAILY 
NEWS or call (216) 721-
1674.

 

 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  









 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 













Beauty of the Week: is 
illustrious looking Dee 
Jones. Jones, who is a 
world-wide recognized 
model, was featured in the 
Bronze Beauty Calender. 
(ESDN Photo by Howard 
Moorehead)

 In the Hollywood 
genre of dramatic thrillers, 
where a seemingly normal 
character is revealed as psy-
chotic and terrorizes those 
around him/her, several 
have stood the test of time.
 In Fatal Attraction 
(1987), a spurned mistress 
targets the family of her 
ex-lover.  In The Hand That 
Rocks The Cradle (1992), 
a woman masquerading as 
a nanny tries to destroy the 
family who employs her.  

And, in the Stephen King 
classic, Misery (1990), a ro-
mance-novelist is held cap-
tive by his most-obsessed 
fan.  So, since it is rare when 
Hollywood invests in a dra-
matic thriller with three, Af-
rican-American leads (Sa-
naa Lathan, Michael Ealy 
and Morris Chestnut),that 
is what makes The Perfect 
Guy a significant film.
 Sanaa Lathan’s 
first, memorable role was as 
a vampire in Marvel Com-
ics’ action/horror Blade 
(1998).  After that, she 
starred in the action/hor-
ror AVP: Alien vs. Predator 
(2004).  But, she is most 
recognized for the romantic 
drama Love and Basketball 
(2000), the Denzel Wash-
ington dramatic thriller Out 
Of Time (2003) and the 
ensemble, romantic com-
edies The Best Man (1999) 
and The Best Man Holiday 
(2013) [both with Morris 
Chestnut].  Chestnut made 
his debut in John Single-
ton’s Boyz ‘N’ The ‘Hood 
(1991) and has starred as the 
lead, love interest in both-
Two Can Play That Game 
(2001) and The Brothers 
(2001).  Michael Ealy is 
known more as a ‘bad boy’ 
character in movies such as 
Halle Berry’s tragic lover 
in Their Eyes Were Watch-
ing God (2005) or the ex-
con playboy in Barbershop 
(2002) and Barbershop 2: 
Back In Business (2004).  
Lathan reunites with Chest-
nut again with Ealy added 
to the cast to make The Per-
fect Guy.
 At the beginning 
of the movie, Leah Vaughn 
(Sanaa Lathan) and Dave 
King (Morris Chestnut) 
seem to be a great, Afri-
can-American, California 
couple.  She is a beauti-
ful, golden brown-skinned, 
business executive and he is 
a handsome, dark-skinned 
architect.  But, after attend-
ing Leah’s white, blonde, 
friend Karen’s (Kathryn 
Morris) wedding anniver-
sary party, Leah tells Dave 
that she is tired of dating 
and wants to get married.  

Dave is highly resistant, 
using his parents’ and sib-
lings’ divorces as reasons 
not to wed.  Through heart-
broken tears, Leah decides 
to break-up with Dave.
 2 months later, 
Carter Duncan (Michael 
Ealy) recognizes Leah in 
a restaurant after a chance 
meeting they had at a cof-
fee shop 8 weeks ago.  The 
golden-brown-skinned, 
blue-eyed Carter tells her 
that he works in ‘corporate 
espionage and network pro-
tection’.  When they kiss 
later, Leah is overwhelmed 
with infatuation.  On their 
first, ‘official’ date, they go 
to a reggae nightclub and 
make passionate love in 
the club bathroom.  Leah 
introduces Carter to her 
white girl-friend, Karen, 
and her dark-skinned, black 
girl-friend, Alicia (Rutina 
Wesley).  Through casual 
conversation, they learn 
that Carter was adopted but 
they think he is ‘The Perfect 
Guy.’
 When Leah takes 
Carter to her home, he is 
introduced to her white, 
next-door neighbor, Mrs. 
McCarthy (Tess Harper) 
and Leah’s pet cat, ‘Rusty.’ 
   
Leah takes Carter to meet 
her parents, brown-skinned 
Roger (Charles S. Dutton) 
and dark-skinned Evelyn 
(L. Scott Caldwell).  After 
he thoroughly impresses 
her parents, Leah isshocked 
and horrified when Carter 
viciously beats a man at 
a gas station when Carter 
thinks the stranger is flirting 
with her.  Days later, Carter 
apologizes and pledges his 
love to Leah, but she tells 
him that its over.  When he 
starts to stalk her, she re-
putes his advances, making 
him even more angry.
 Leah talks to po-
lice Detective Hanson (Holt 
McCallany) but he tells 
her at this stage, there’s 
not much the law can do.  
After leaving an ominous 
note on her car, Leah gets 
a restraining order against 
him.  Using a hidden, spare 

key to break into her house, 
he kidnaps the cat, Rusty.  
Dave calls Leah and, after 
they talk, they rekindle their 
relationship.
 When Carter fol-
lows Leah and Dave to a 
restaurant, Dave warns him 
to say away from her.  Af-
ter Mrs. McCarthy catches 
Carter putting a camera in 
Leah’s smoke detector, he 
chases the woman home 
and shoves her down a 
staircase, killing her.  Leah 
and Dave make love while 
Carter is hiding under her 
bed.  Carter begins to play 
with Leah’s mind and de-
construct her life.
 First, he displays 
‘Lost Cat’ flyers with 
Rusty’s picture on them.  
Then, he emails Leah’s 
job’s business clients with 
video of her and Dave hav-
ing sex.  Finally, Carter rigs 
Dave’s car tires and  he dies 
in an auto accident.  Leah 
is devastated and Detective 
Hanson tells her that Cart-
er changed his name from 
‘Robert Adams’ and about 
his checkered past.
 Leah decides to 
fight fire with fire.  First, she 
scares off a white woman 
Carter is talking to.  Then, 
she breaks into his apart-
ment where she trashes his 
computer system and leaves 
an angry, graffiti message 
on the wall.  
 Finally, she em-
barrasses him at his job by 
delivering documents about 
him violating the restrain-
ing order.  When Carter 
breaks in to kill Leah at her 
house, they engage in a cli-
mactic fight.  It ends with 
her shooting him with two, 
bean-bag ‘warning 
shots’ using a shotgun be-
fore actually killing him 
with a third, ‘legal’ round of 
shell buckshot.
 In an era where 
modern, original, African-
American movies are now 
second-rate and third-rate 
fare on the BET or TV-One 
networks, The Perfect Guy 
is a welcome relief of mo-
tion picture quality.

MENU TIPS

A delicious way to show your love
 (NAPSI)—You can 
express your warm feelings 
for anyone you care about with 
something fresh and wonderful 
you baked yourself.
 Great baking can be 
easier and more fun when you 
start with no-knead bread.   
 In fact, Fleis-
chmann’s Simply Homemade 
makes fresh, homemade bread 
in less than an hour, which can 
be great for last-minute recipes 
and when you want to create a 
thoughtful (end edible!) gift. 
Here are two delicious ideas 
to try, using the basic mix as a 
starter:
Cherry Lime Coffee Cake 
Prep Time: 10 minutes
 Rise Time: 25 minutes
 Bake Time: 30 to 35 minutes
 Yields: 8 to 9 servings 
1 cup milk
1 package Fleischmann’s Sim-
ply Homemade Country White 
No Knead Bread Mix
⅓ cup cherry preserves
Freshly grated peel from 1lime
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
1 package (5 ounces) dried 
cherries (¾ cup)
Lime Glaze:
1 tablespoon lime juice
⅓ cup powdered sugar
¼ teaspoon pure vanilla extract
 Pour milk into a 
large microwave-safe bowl. 
Microwave until milk is warm 
(105° to 115°). Sprinkle con-
tents of yeast and sugar packets 
over milk and stir to combine. 
 Let mixture sit for 
3 minutes. Stir in cherry pre-
serves, lime peel, 1 teaspoon 
vanilla, dried cherries and 
bread mix. Place dough in a 
greased 8-inch round OR 8x8-
inch square pan.   
Cover and let rise in a warm, 

draft-free place for 25 minutes. 
Bake in a preheated 375ºF oven 
for 30 to 35 minutes, until golden 
brown. Combine glaze ingredients 
in a small bowl until smooth. 
 Remove cake from oven 
and let cool in pan 5 minutes. 
Brush top with lime glaze. Cool 
completely.
French Toast Bake 
Prep Time: 15 minutes
 Chill Time: 8 hours or overnight
 Bake Time: 50 to 55 minutes
 Yields: 6 to 8 servings
½ loaf prepared Fleischmann’s 
Simply Homemade Country 
White, Multi-Grain OR Stone-
ground Wheat No Knead Bread 
Mix
5 eggs
2 tablespoons pure maple syrup
1 cup milk
1 cup heavy cream
⅓ cup sugar
1 tablespoon pure vanilla extract
Topping:
¼ cup butter OR margarine, soft-
ened
½ cup brown sugar
 Chop bread into cubes; 
place in a greased 8x8-inch pan. 
 Combine eggs, syrup, 
milk, cream, sugar and vanilla in 
a large bowl. Whisk until smooth. 
Pour mixture over bread. Combine 
topping ingredients; sprinkle over 
top. 
 Cover and refrigerate 
overnight. Uncover and place in 
cold oven. Set oven to 350°F and 
bake for 50 to 55 minutes or until 
set. Let stand 10 minutes before 
serving. Serve warm with addi-
tional syrup. 
 For more recipes and 
tips, visit www.Simplyhome-
madebread.com or www.face-
book.com/simplyhomemade-
mix.

Just
Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE

 The roots found in 
the blues and vocalist - har-
monica player Amos 'Junior' 
Wells, born in 1932 and raised 
in Memphis has made his con-
tribution through recordings 
and live shows.
 In the 1950s Wells 
made some sides for small, 
independent labels --- States, 
Profile, Chief and USA.  But 
he composed very few original 
blues.  Instead, he borrowed 
from Rice Miller (Sonny Boy 
Williamson II) whom he met 
when he was eight years old.
 Although laws pro-
hibited minors in Chicago tav-
erns, as a teenager, Wells was 
playing in the bands of Tampa 
Red, Little Johnny Jones and 
Memphis Slim before he cre-
ated his own band, The Aces.
 Discovered in 1966 
by blues enthusiast Bob Koes-
ter, who had just launched 
Delmard Records. 
  Wells' recorded an 
LP,  "Hoodoo Man Blues", 
which led Wells to the concert, 
college and festival circuit.  He 
toured Europe several times, 
once with the Rolling Stones.
 After 1965, Wells' ca-
reer went in many directions.  
He became associated with 
Buddy Guy, and remained a 
regular in Chicago clubs.  He 
tried Brown around 1966.
 Recently, Wells re-
corded two albums ( Better 
Off With the Blues [1993] 
and Everybody's Gettin' Some 
[March 1995] ) for the Telarc 
International, Cleveland - 
based label.

Amos 'Junior' Wells
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High cost of prescription drugs endangering lives of many Americans
By HAZEL EDNEY

  Antanique Lee-
Worsham of Cincinnati, 
Ohio has a landmark 
birthday coming up on 
June 9, 2021. That’s 
the day she will turn 21 
years old. But her land-
mark birthday is unlike 
many 21-year-olds who 
often celebrate it as the 
legal age to buy alcohol 
among other symbols of 
adulthood.
 Instead, for 
Lee-Worsham, turning 
21 will be the day she 
becomes financially re-
sponsible for the insulin 
that keeps her alive. It is 
the day that her cover-
age from a program for 
children with medical 
handicaps will end—
which has paid for her 
insulin since she was 
diagnosed at 12 years 
old as a Type 1 diabetic. 
This is also the day that 
she will begin seek-
ing ways to pay for the 
nearly $500 a month – 

approximately $6,000 a 
year – cost for Insulin 
– because she’s got to 
have it in order to stay 
alive.
 “It doesn’t re-
ally make sense to me,” 
said the University of 
Toledo (Ohio) student, 
who is enrolled in the 
paralegal studies de-
partment. She’s already 
sounding like the civil 
rights lawyer or juvenile 
defense attorney she’s 
planning to become.  “I 
think we shouldn’t have 
to pay so much when 
it’s the only thing that’s 
keeping us alive. There 
really should be laws 
to stop companies from 
putting these high prices 
on prescription drugs.” 
  Lee-Worsham 
knows well the high-
est price that many 
have paid when unable 
to meet the demands 
of profit-driven phar-
maceutical companies. 
Only three years ago 
on April 26, 2017, her 

22-year-old sister, An-
tavia, also a Type 1 dia-
betic, laid down after a 
shower and never woke 
up again.
 “Her insulin 
pin was in her bed, but 
it was empty,” recalled 
their mother, Antroi-
nette Worsham, her 
voice quivering with 
grief during a telephone 
interview. “Oh my God I 
miss my baby so much. 
I do these interviews 
because they bring out 
awareness. But, oh my 
God. I miss my baby.”
 Twelve weeks 
after Antavia’s death, 
autopsy results showed, 
“full blown DKA”, Ms. 
Worsham recalls. DKA 
means Diabetic Keto-
acidosis.  In a nutshell, 
Ketoacidosis happens 
when “the body starts 
breaking down fat at 
a rate that is much too 
fast. The liver processes 
the fat into a fuel called 
ketones, which causes 
the blood to become 
acidic,” according to the 
U. S. National Library 
of Medicine.
 The American 
Diabetes Association 
reports that only 1.25 
million people in the U. 
S. are living with Type 
1 diabetes. That’s only 
5 percent of all diabet-
ics, including the Type 
2 variant. In short, the 
difference is Type 2 dia-
betics use medication 
to help their pancreases 
produce insulin, but the 
pancreases of Type 1 
diabetics make little or 
no insulin at all. Insulin 
is a hormone that helps 
blood sugar enter the 
cells in the body where 
it can be used for en-
ergy. Without insulin, 
blood sugar can’t get 
into cells and builds up 
in the bloodstream.
  Lee-Worsh-
am’s diabetic supplies 
had been fully covered 
by the state of Ohio 

program, Bureau for 
Children with Medical 
Handicaps (BCMH), 
until she went to pick 
up her prescription one 
day and learned that she 
had aged off of the pro-
gram when she turned 
21. That’s the same pro-
gram that 20-year-old 
Antanique is in now.
 “Prior to that, 
they paid all of her dia-
betes care, everything, 
her insulin, her pins, 
needles, everything. 
Whatever my corporate 
employers’ insurance 
didn’t cover, BCMH 
covered,” Worsham 
said. Until “One day she 
went to the pharmacy 
and she said, ‘Mom my 
medication is $500!’ I 
said $500. Why?!” 
 Somehow, in 
the midst of her busy 
life as a single mother of 
four children working 
two jobs, she’d missed 
the explanation that the 
BCMH coverage would 
end when Antavia 
turned 21.
 Although An-
tavia also worked two 
jobs—mainly as a secu-
rity officer for Delta Air-
lines corporate offices in 
Downtown Cincinna-
ti—she was still not able 
to cover the cost of her 
insulin. Not knowing 
of other resources, “she 
would just ration,” Wor-
sham said. “We knew 
that she didn’t have 
enough insulin because 
she would use her sis-
ter’s and her grandpa’s 
until she couldn’t use it 
anymore. They couldn’t 
afford for her to use 
theirs, so, she basically 
would just skimp.” 
 Having missed 
Antavia’s symptoms of 
DKA - the fruity breath 
smell, the shortness of 
breath, and the exces-
sive thirst - among oth-
ers,  Worsham is now 
determined to assure 
that she “can save An-

tanique if it ever comes 
to that point. And here 
soon, we’re not going to 
be able to afford it.”
 Her determina-
tion is clear. Antavia’s 
death stirred a fire with-
in her mother, a fire that 
refuses to let her Anta-
nique die and won’t al-
low her Antavia to have 
died in vain.
 As a part of 
that battle Worsham has 
founded a non-profit or-
ganization, T1Diabetes 
Journey, Inc. to promote 
awareness. She was in-
vited to speak at a 2019 
Congressional hearing 
in Washington, DC. 
There, wearing a T-shirt 
that said, “Patients Over 
Profit,” she made her 
case to lawmakers about 
why they must make 
new policies to bring 
down the high costs of 
prescription drugs.
  Lee-Worsham 
was diagnosed at the 
age of 16 and only lived 
six years with this dis-
ease due to the high cost 
of insulin,” she said in 
her videotaped speech 
before the U. S. House 
Committee on Oversight 
and Reform on Jan. 29, 
2019. “I’m crying out 
and asking Congress to 
review the pharmaceu-
tical price gouging…I 
know there’s rules and 
there’s regulations and 
there are policies. But 
we want to save more 
lives. It can be done. 
And you are the people 
to make it happen.” 
 The high cost 
of prescription drugs as 
an affordable health care 
issue is quickly growing 
in prominence as law-
makers on both sides of 
the aisle have begun to 
delve into the issue. In-
sulin has risen as a spe-
cific example, probably 
because of the high use 
of it across the U. S. for 
both Type 1 and Type 
2 diabetes. But it’s also 

Wilson thanks donors
 Karen Wilson 
thanks all those who 
donated to the Juvenile 
Diabetes in memory of 
her beloved daughter, 
Florence Zenobia Crit-
tenden:
 LOUIE CIACTIA,  LU-
CAS MEMORIAL 
CHAPLE ( JASON 
LUCAS ) , DIMORIA 
BOOSTER CLUB ( JIM-
MY DIMORIA ) , ST. 
LUKE’S  PHARMACY ( 
AKHEEM) , DARLENE 
&  REGGIE RUCK-
ER, BERRY & LINDA 
SIEGLER,  DAVID 
BLY, SANDS JEWERL-
ERS @ 26000 CHAR-
DON RD. ( STEVE ), 
KEN PHILLIPS, GARY 
& VANESSA JONES, 
ATT. MITCHELL A. 
& MARY WEISMAN, 
ATT. JAMES &  GLO-
RIA GAY, CAROL 
JOHNSON, EDNA & 
STANLEY PRUITT, 
JUDGE EMANUEL-
LA GROVES, NELDA 
CARDER, SANDRA 
ARNOLD, JOHN BUR-
NETTE, Ali Crawl Bey 
& Deborah, Daniel & 
Marilyn  Crawl, Debo-
rah Price IJN FOUNDA-
TION INTERNATION-
AL HUMANITARIAN 
MINISTRIES,  US HAIR 
259TH  EUCLID, 

LONGWOOD 275TH 
EUCLID ,EDNA & 
STANLY PRUITT, 
CYNTHIA KNOX, 
JUDGE EMANUELLA 
GROVES,  DAMION 
& ELIZEBETH JOHN-
SON, A’RON TAYLOR, 
LACRESHA MORRIS, 
RAYMOND & DILRI-
TA MCKENZIE, BOB-
BIE KENNER, CARRIE 
TRAYLOR, NELDA 
CARDER, JOHN BUR-
NETTE, DAVE BLY, 
SHELIA M AUGUST, 
CHARLES TERRELL, 
CHRIS ROSS, CON-
NOR TRASK, EDNA 
& STANLY PRUITT, 
CYNTHIA KNOX, 
JUDGE EMANUELLA 
GROVES,  DAMION 
& ELIZEBETH JOHN-
SON, A’RON TAYLOR, 
LACRESHA MOR-
RIS, RAYMOND & 
DILRITA MCKENZIE, 
BOBBIE KENNER, 
CARRIE TRAYLOR, 
DAVE BLY, SHELIA M 
AUGUST, CHARLES 
TERRELL, CHRIS 
ROSS, CONNOR 
TRASK, , Garry & Van-
essa Jones, KINGDOM 
BLESSINGS CHURCH 
OF. DELIVERANCE, 
12014 BUCKEYESte-
ven r & Michelle Hayes, 
Nodar Shakarashvili..

because of the extreme 
prices. According to the 
Mayo Clinic, “The most 
commonly used forms 
of analog insulin cost 10 
times more in the United 
States than in any other 
developed country.”
 The now late 
Congressman Elijah 
Cummings, who chaired 
the Committee that in-
vited Ms. Worsham to 
speak, agreed in a strong 
appeal to his colleagues 
as he introduced her. 
He said passionately, 
“The ongoing escalation 
of drug prices by drug 
companies is simply 
unsustainable. This is a 
matter, literally, of life 
and death and we have a 
duty to act now.”
 Despite passion 
about the issue, no bills 
have passed both houses 
of Congress during the 
two years of the 116th 
Congress, according to 
Congressional Bill Sta-
tus.
 M e a n w h i l e .
Worsham says she will 
not give up.  “Where 
are we going with this?” 
she asks. “People still 
can’t afford this life-sus-
taining medication and 
they’re dying so young. 
My baby was 22.”

New lead safety laws
By JEFF MIXON
BLACK LIVES MATTER

 In March of 
2021, a law will go into 
effect requiring landlords 
who own rental properties 
in the city of Cleveland 
to certify that those prop-
erties are lead safe.  The 
law is necessary because 
some landlords and realty 
associations are willing to 
allow families to rent lead 
toxic properties rather 
than investing a few dol-
lars in lead safety.  March 
2021 is approaching fast.  
We must stay engaged in 
order to hold slum land-
lords accountable.   It’s 
time to stand up and pro-
tect our children!
 On average, 
four children in the city of 
Cleveland, Ohio are diag-
nosed with lead poisoning 
every day.  Childhood lead 
poisoning causes health, 
learning and behavioral 
deficits.  In adults, child-
hood lead exposure can 
result in kidney problems, 
high blood-pressure and 
heart attacks.
 For some vic-
tims, childhood lead poi-
soning can lead to violent 
and emotional over- reac-
tions to minor situations. 
According to a study con-
ducted by the University 

of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 
victims of childhood lead 
poisoning are significantly 
more likely to harm their 
neighbors with gun vio-
lence.  Victims of child-
hood lead poisoning are 
also significantly more 
likely to fall victim to gun 
violence.
 In the effort 
to uplift and revitalize 
Cleveland neighborhoods, 
addressing the current 
childhood lead poisoning 
epidemic will be a critical 
part of the equation.  
 Imagine a future 
with less suffering, fewer 
tax dollars wasted, less 
gun violence.
 Imagine how 
much happier we would 
all be if landlords and re-
alty associations would 
adhere to the laws of com-
mon decency; instead of 
using financial incentives 
- in the form of campaign 
donations - to derail the ef-
forts of lead safe housing 
advocates.
 If you have ques-
tions about lead-poisoning 
or problems with your 
landlord, please do not 
hesitate to T-E-X-T your 
first name, last name, 
phone number and ques-
tion to BLACK LIVES 
MATTER in Cuyahoga 
County at 440-915-8998.

Holiday book highlights diversity
 Celebrating the 
subject of the blended 
family and diversity is a 
great new book for kids 
that teaches them sensi-
tive subjects like race and 
equality, which we know 
are permeating the air-
waves and social media. 
 Gold Mom’s 
Choice Award-winner and 
author Nadine Haruni is 
addressing these hot but-
ton issues with accep-
tance and understanding 
in Freeda the Frog & Her 
New Blue Family. 
 Appropriate for 
ages 3 to 11 (pre-K to 
Grade 3), the book encour-
ages children (and their 
parents) to be sensitive to 
people of all different ra-
cial, ethnic, religious and 
gender backgrounds—and 
to celebrate the blended 
family.   
 Green tadpoles 
Frannie and Frank are 
surprised and filled with 
questions when they first 
meet blue frog Samson 
and his blue son Jack. 
Why are they blue and 
not green like them?  
 Why is Freeda 
going to marry Samson? 
Will their new blue step-
father be replacing their 
green biological father?  
 Will they get 
along with their new blue 
step-tadpole? Their mom-
ma, Freeda, encourages 
them to get to know the 
blue frogs. Before long, 
the tadpoles discover that 
Samson and Jack are just 
like them: really cool am-
phibians!  
 While spending 
time with the blue frogs, 

the green tadpoles learn a 
lifetime lesson: a frog is 
who they are on the inside, 
not to be judged by the 
color of their skin. 
 The Freeda the 
Frog series serves as a tool 
to help parents, educators 
and school counselors 
open up conversations 
about difficult topics with 
children in an upbeat and 
non-scary way. 
 Toward that 
goal, each book offers 
discussion questions at 
the end. The entire se-
ries has been leveled for 
the schools to align with 
National Education stan-
dards, and all five books in 
the series have a Readers’ 
Favorite 5-star review and 
the Gold Mom’s Choice 
Award for excellence in 
the family-friendly picture 
book category.
 “We are happy 
to award deserving books 
like Freeda the Frog & Her 
New Blue Family,” says 
Dawn Matheson, CEO, 
Mom’s Choice Awards. 
“Our panel of judges real-

ly felt this book merited a 
place on our list of the best 
in family-friendly prod-
ucts that parents and edu-
cators can feel confident in 
using.” 
 Future topics for 
Freeda and her tadpoles to 
explore include adoption, 
Special Needs kids, a new 
baby sibling and a parent 
returning to work. Each 
book reinforces Nadine 
Haruni’s mission of “help-
ing families of all species, 
one tadpole at a time.”
 Author Nadine 
Haruni has gone through a 
divorce herself and is now 
the mother of five kids in a 
blended family. 
 She has appeared 
on TV, radio, print, online 
and does virtual storytime 
events across the country. 
Haruni has also created 
a lesson plan inspired by 
her books for Garden State 
Equality in New Jersey, 
her home state.
  For more infor-
mation, please visit www.
freedathefrog.com. 

 Gold Mom’s Choice Award-winner and author 
Nadine Haruni is addressing these hot button issues with 
acceptance and understanding in Freeda the Frog & Her 
New Blue Family. 
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 Cryptologic Technician (Collection) 3rd Class Jamekia Nelson, from Cleveland, prepares to conduct tac-
tical room-clearing as part of the Navy Security Force Sentry (NSFS) course aboard the Arleigh Burke-class guided-
missile destroyer USS John S. McCain (DDG 56). McCain is assigned to Destroyer Squadron Fifteen (DESRON 15), 
the Navy’s largest forward-deployed DESRON and the U.S. 7th Fleet’s principal surface force. 

‘Mr. Shaker Square’Richard Gildenmeister dies
	 A	 beloved	 fig-
ure	 whom	 many	 affec-
tionately	 called	 ‘Mr.	
Shaker	 Square,’	 Richard	
Gildenmeister died on 
Thursday,	December	17.	
 After leav-
ing	 his	 beloved	 Shaker	
Square due to health rea-
sons, he was a resident at 
McGregor	Home	in	East	
Cleveland.
 Private Fam-
ily	 Funeral	 services	 will	
be at Brown-Forward at 
10:30	a.m.	on	December	
29	 with	 live	 streaming	
for	 the	 public,	 through	

 

 
 

 the link at his website, 
www.brown-forward.
com.	 Pastor	 Doug-
las Gildenmeister, his 
brother,	 will	 be	 officiat-

ing.	There	will	be	calling	
hours at the Foos Funeral 
Home,	 Bellevue,	 Ohio	
from	2-4	p.m.,	following	
the	service.	
	 Born	 July	 10th	
1932	 to	 Frances	 and	
Corrine Gildenmeister, 
Gildenmeister attended 
Bellevue	 schools	 from	
where	 he	 graduated	 in	
1951.	He	graduated	from	
Capital University in 
1955	and	shortly	after	his	
graduation,	he	joined	the	
Higbee	company	in	their	
junior	 executive	 training	
program.

 It was there 
where he meant Anne 
Udin one of the nations 
top book authorities and 
the	 head	 of	 Higbee’s	
book department in 
Cleveland.	
	 He	 became	
her assistant, and was 
there,	 under	 her	 tutelage	
that he fell in love with 
books.	Being	the	market-
ing	person	he	was,	it	was	
his	 idea	 to	bring	authors	
into the store for book 
signings.	 It	 was	 through	
that where he meant and 
became	 friends	 of	 such	

authors	 as	 Jacqueline	
Suzann,	 Helga	 Sanberg,	
Barbra Walters, Truman 
Capote,	 along	 with	 nu-
merous	others.
	 On	December	6	
1976	he	opened	Richard	
Gildenmeister Bookstore 
on the Square at his be-
loved	 Shaker	 Square.	
The	 opening	 was	 an	
event of whose who of 
Cleveland,	with	dignitar-
ies	 Such	 as	 Sam	 Miller	
founder of Forest Cities 
Enterprises,	 Dr.	 Robert	
J.	White,	Helga	Sanberg,	
Dr.	 George	 Crile	 world	
renown	 surgeon	 of	 the	
Cleveland	Clinic,	Mayor	
Ralph	 Perk,	 	 and	 long-

time	 channel	 five	 news	
anchor	 and	 good	 friend	
Dorthy Fuldheim, who 
did	the	honors	of	cutting	
the	ribbon.		He	had	it	for	
five	years.	However,	due	
to	the	economic	times	he	
closed	the	store	in	1981.	
He	went	on,	however,	to	
become	 a	 master	 book-
seller	 for	 another	 33	
years
	 In	 2004	 Terry	
Troy wrote “ Cleveland 
Classics	 great	 stories	
from	the	north	coast	“.	It	
is	a	book	of	sixty	people	
who	came	or	grew	up	in	
Cleveland and had pro-
found	effect	on	the	cities	
culture.	 Richard	 was	 so	

proud to have his story be 
told	 along	 the	 likes	Bob	
Feller,	 Sam	 Rutigliano,	
Brian Sipe, Austin Carr, 
Louis	Stokes	and	others.	
Richard’s	courage	to	live	
his life openly and hon-
estly helped to pave the 
way	 for	 others.	 To	 say	
that	 Richard	 lived a full 
life	is	an	understatement.	
He	will	be	missed	by	all	
those	 who	 crossed	 his	
path as he never meant a 
stranger	he	didn’t	like!		
	 He	 was	 pre-
ceded	 in	 	 passing	by	his	
mother Corrine Gilden-
meister, his father Fran-
ces	Gildenmeister,		sister	

Jacqueline	Meeks.	Broth-
er	 Charles	 W.	 Gilden-
meister,	 a	 nephew	Mike	
Siesel.	He	is	survived	by	
a	 brother	 Douglas	 (Su-
zanne) Gildenmeister,  
sister	 in	 law	 Jacqueline	
(Charles Gildenmeister) 
nephews	nieces	 	Charles	
D.	 Gildenmeister	 Scott	
Gildenmeister	 Mark		
Gildenmeister Lisa  Da-
vis	,	Steven,	Siesel,	Greg	
Siesel,	Pam	Meeks,	Scott	
Meeks	Nicole	Mille,	 Ja-
son	 	 Gildenmeister.and	
26	 great	 nephews	 and	
nieces.

Gertrude McBeath to be eulogized
 A Private Fam-
ily	 Mass	 of	 Christian	
Burial will be held at 
11am	 on	 Monday,	 De-
cember	28	at	Church	of	
St.	Dominic,	19000	Van	
Aken	Blvd.,	Shaker	Hts	
for	 Gertrude	 McBeath	
who	died	on	December	
20	at	the	age	of	92.
	 Calling	 hours	
will	 be	 on	 December	
28	from	9-10:30	a.m.	at	
Brown-Forward Funer-
al	 Home,	 17022	 Cha-
grin	Blvd.
	 Gertrude	 Jac-
quiline Watters was 
born	 in	 Akron,	 Ohio	
on	 December	 27th,	
1927	 and	 later	 moved	
to	 Shannon,	 Georgia	
where her family owned 
property.	
 The family 
later moved to Dalton, 
Georgia	for	educational	
opportunities,	 which	
were not always avail-
able	 to	 African	 Ameri-
cans	 at	 the	 time.	 She	
attended	 Emery	 Street	
High	 School,	 which	
was	 constructed	 to	 ad-
dress	 the	 educational	
needs	of	African	Ameri-
can	 children	 in	 Dalton	
and	 surrounding	 areas.	
Gertrude	 graduated	
with	 honors	 from	 Em-
ery	 Street	 High	 School	
in	1944	and	went	on	 to	
attend	Fort	Valley	State	
College	 in	 Fort	 Valley,	
Georgia,	 a	 Historically	

Black	College	and	Uni-
versity	(HBCU).	
 There she par-
ticipated	 in	 the	 Play-
er’s	 Guild,	 the	 Educa-
tion	 Club,	 the	 Young	
Woman’s	 Council	 and	
the	 choir.	 She	 gradu-
ated	 from	 Fort	 Valley	
State	 College	 in	 1948	
and was voted as the 
“Most	Studious	Girl”	in	
her	class	who	was	“able	
to	 squeeze	 twenty-five	
hours	out	of	a	day.”		
	 After	 graduat-
ing	 from	 college	 she	
became	an	educator	and	
taught	deaf	education	at	
Alexander	Graham	Bell	
in	the	Cleveland	Munic-
ipal	School	District.	
	 Throughout	her	
life	 McBeath	 was	 an	
active	 member	 of	 the	
church.	For	many	years	
she was a parishioner 

at	 St.	 Cecelia’s	 Parish,	
located	 in	 the	 Mount	
Pleasant	 neighborhood	
on Cleveland’s east 
side.	St.	Cecilia’s	Parish	
closed	its	doors	on	April	
25,	 2010	 after	 which	
she	 joined	 St.	 Domi-
nic’s	 Church	 in	 Shaker	
Heights.	
	 McBeath	 was	
an	active	member	of	the	
Knights	of	Peter	Claver,	
the	 largest	 historically	
African	American	Cath-
olic	 lay	 organization	 in	
the United States whose 
purpose is to render 
service	 to	God	and	His	
Holy	Church.
	 	 McBeath	 was	
artistically	 inclined	 and	
was	skillful	in	painting,	
ceramics	 and	 etching.	
She	 also	was	 an	 excel-
lent	 cook!	 The	 fam-
ily	 enjoyed	 her	 collard	
greens,	 carrots, sweet 
potatoes, homemade 
cornbread	and	most	es-
pecially	her	salmon	cro-
quettes.	McBeath	loved	
gardening	 and	 feeding	
and	 watching	 the	 birds	
in	 her	 backyard.	 She	
was a philanthropist and 
would often make dona-
tions	to	various	charita-
ble	 organizations,	 most	
notably	 to	 the	 Wright	
State University Foun-

dation	 for	 the	 Giorgio	
McBeath	 Memorial	
Scholarship,	 in	 dedica-
tion	to	her	late	son.
	 McBeath,	 is	
survived	 by	 children	
Denise	McBeath	Thom-
as	of	Pontiac,	MI,	Deci-
no	L.	McBeath	 (Diana)	
of	 Garfield	 Hts.,	 OH,	
Angela	 Y.	 Pomales	
(Daniel)	 of	 Cleve-
land,	 OH	 and	 the	 late	
Giorgio	 M.	 McBeath,	
PhD;	 	 dear	 grandmoth-
er	 of	 Celita	 McGin-
nis,	 Cherese	 McBeath,	
Daniella Pomales, Gior-
gio	 McBeath,	 Carmen	
Pomales,	 Tyler	 Mc-
Beath,	 Katie	 McBeath	
and	 Ann	 McBeath;	
great-grandmother	 of	
Jeremiah Smith, Shiloh 
Pomales,	 Demond	 Mc-
Ginnis	 Jr.	 and	 Josiah	
Pogue;	 dear	 sister	 of	
Ann Chambliss, Patsy 
Williams and the late 
Lewis Watters; dear 
sister-in-law	 to	 Marjo-
rie	Watters.Her	beloved		
husdand,	 George	 R.	
McBeath,	 preceded	 her	
in	death.
  Interment, Calvary 
Cemetery.		Friends	may	
view	 the	 Funeral	 Mass	
and Burial virtually via 
live-stream.

Pandemic tough for struggling addicts
	 The	 pandemic	
is	 compounding	 the	
regular	 stresses	 of	 the	
holiday season, and it’s 
an	especially	challeng-
ing	 time	 for	 Ohioans	
living	 with	 substance	
use	disorder.
	 The	 Ohio	
START	 Program	 con-
nects	 people	 who’ve	
experienced	 substance	
use	 disorder,	 recovery	
and	 the	 children	 ser-
vices	system	with	fam-
ilies	who	are	currently	
struggling	with	similar	
issues.
 Ashley Durst, 
an	Ohio	 START	 case-
worker in Trumbull 
County,	 explained	 a	
support	 system	 is	 cru-
cial	for	sobriety,	so	cli-
ents are advised not to 
isolate	themselves.	But	
they	could	be	exposed	
to	drinking	or	drug	use	
at	family	gatherings.
 “A lot of the 
cycle	of	addiction	goes	
from	 generation	 to	
generation,	 and	 that’s	
not	 the	 best	 place	 for	
them,”	Durst	observed.	
“But they’re also told 
not	 to	 isolate.	 So	 it’s	

 

kind	of	a	Catch-22.”
	 Sarah	Hayden,	
a family peer men-
tor for Warren County 
Children	Services,	said	
COVID	 is	 limiting	 in-
person supports for her 
clients.
 “For holidays, 
if they don’t have 
their kids with them or 
they’ve lost loved ones 
or	 if	 they’re	 just	 now	
getting	 to	 the	 point	 to	
where they are want-
ing	to	try	to	get	sober,	
all	 those	 dynamics	
take	a	big	toll	on	their	
recovery,”	Hayden	de-
scribed.
	 Hayden	 added	
she’s	trying	to	provide	
extra	support	to	clients,	
with	 phone	 calls	 and	
more	 frequent	 check-
ins.	 The	 program	 also	
connects	 clients	 to	
more	 intensive	 servic-
es,	including	treatment	
programs	that	can	sup-
port	their	success.
 Crystal James-
on, a family peer men-
tor for Trumbull Coun-
ty	 Children	 Services,	
believes	 Ohio	 START	

 Services	 for	
Margaret	 Barron	 were	
held	 on	December	 22	 at	
E.	 F.	 boyd	 and	 Son	 Fu-
neral	Home,	2165	E.	89th	
Street.
 Boyd died on 
December	15.	
 Barron  was 
also	 a	 librarian,	 earning	
a	 Master’s	 Degree	 from	
Case Western Reserve 
University.	
 She was very 
active	 in	 the	 community	
working	with	the	African	

  

is	 successful	 because	
it takes an intensive, 
team	 approach	 and	 is	
non-judgmental.
 “It’s not easy 
to	 face	 substance	
abuse,”	 Jameson	 re-
marked.	 “You	 need	
to	 have	 structure	 and	
that	support.	That’s	the	
best	thing	that	this	pro-
gram	 offers.	 It’s	 just	
an	 amazing	 opportu-
nity	to	watch	that	light	
click	 on	 with	 our	 cli-
ents	and	see	the	chang-
es that they make in 
their	life.”
	 Ohio	 START	
is	 currently	 in	 more	
than	three	dozen	coun-
ties	 and	 is	 taking	 ap-
plications	 for	14	more	
in	 2021.	 The	 program	
served	 225	 new	 fami-
lies	this	year,	including	
nearly	 600	 adults	 and	
more	than	300	kids.
 Last week, the 
program	was	approved	
for	 inclusion	 in	 a fed-
erally-funded	clearing-
house	 that	 identifies	
and shares information 
about	 evidence-based	
practices	in	foster	care.

Barron
American	Archives	at	the	
Western	Reserve	Histori-

cal	Society,	Alpha	Kappa	
Alpha Sorority, Alpha 
Omega	 Chapter	 and	
Founder of the Greater 
Cleveland Chapter of the 
National	Coalition	of	100	
Black	Women.	
 Barron is sur-
vived by her sister  Bar-
bara Barron, aunt of 
Stephanie Barron and 
many	cousins	in	Pennsyl-
vania and Tennessee and 
numerous	 colleagues	 in	
Cleveland	and	across	the	
country.	

Services held for Barron

Gildenmeister

McBeath

Aneesa Sheikh to release new single
 Aneesa Sheikh 
announced	 her	 latest	
single	WHO’S	GONNA	
STOP	 ME,	 will	 be	 re-
leased on Friday, Janu-
ary	15,	2021.	
 C o - w r i t t e n 
by Aneesa, Corey Lee 
Barker and Justine 
Blazer,	 the	 single	 is	
inspired by Aneesa’s 
journey	 to	 pursue	 her	
dreams	 and	 ambitions.	
The	 lyrics	 embody	 the	
process	she	 is	currently	
going	 through	as	a	mu-
sician,	 along	 with	 the	
experiences	 that	 have	
molded her to see her 
future	clearly.
		 The	new	single	
is also a way for her to 
connect	to	other	fans	by	
giving	 them	 the	 cour-
age	they	need	to	go	after	
what they want without 
any fear and the drive to 
be their own boss with-
out	letting	anyone	get	in	
their	way.
		 “The	 lyrics,	
‘Whatever’s	 com-
ing	 bring	 it	 on	 bring	 it	
on’	 connotes	 whatever	
bump in the road I may 
hit,	that	is	okay	because	
I won’t let it derail me 
from	my	target	and	‘I’m	
coming	 for	 the	 crown’	
was	 written	 to	 incor-
porate	 my	 experience	
as	Miss	Michigan	Teen	
USA	 2020	 and	 having	
several hardships that 
year	 but	 continuing	 to	
learn	 from	 everything	
and	 be	 tenacious	 with	
my	 passions,”	 Sheikh	
said.
  Sheikh was 
born	 in	 Kentucky,	 and	
is	 Pakistani-American	
who	grew	up	in	a	close-
knit	family.	The	young-
est	of	5	siblings,	Aneesa	
was	a	go-getter	from	the	
start.	Having	an	athletic	
family, she dabbled in 
swimming	 and	 figure	
skating	 leading	 her	 to	
pursue	 competitive	
skating,	 at	 the	 age	 of	
nine.	 At	 one	 point	 she	
was	skating	eight	hours	

a	 day	 and	 commuting	
back	 and	 forth	 from	
Kentucky	 to	 the	 train-
ing	facility	in	Michigan	
known	 for	 turning	 out	
big-name	Olympic	skat-
ers	 like	 Tara	 Lapinski.	
While she has a talent 
for	skating	and	was	cap-
tain	of	the	varsity	figure	
skating	team	at	her	high	
school,	her	true	passion	
was	for	music.
		 Having	 an	 in-
nate	 talent	 for	 music,	
Aneesa has written, 
produced	 and	 released	
many	 singles	 through-
out	 the	 year.	 Most	 re-
cently,	 she	 wanted	 to	
spread	 cheer	 and	 joy	
during	this	somber	time	
and	 recorded	 a	 video	
and	single	called,	“Hap-
py	Little	Holiday”,	
 Inspired by 
Miley	Cyrus	at	a	young	
age,	Aneesa	first	learned	
to	play	the	guitar	and	as	
she	 became	 comfort-
able,	she	began	to	write	
her	 own	 music	 with	
strong	messages	behind	
each.	 One	 of	 her	 first	
singles	 “Bad	 Thing”	
was intended to open 
the	eyes	of	teenagers	in-
volved	in	toxic	relation-
ships.	The	music	 video	
accumulated	 over	 139k	
views	on	YouTube.	One	
of	 her	most	 recent	 sin-
gles	“New	Normal”	was	
a	cathartic	reflection	on	
her	 very	 close	 relation-
ship with her father who 

suddenly	 suffered	 from	
a	stroke.	
 The dynam-
ics	 after	 the	 experience	
changed	 her	 life	 and	
she found herself adapt-
ing	 to	 a	 “new	 normal”	
way	 of	 living.	 Being	 a	
teen	 became	 more	 of	
a	 struggle	 for	 Aneesa	
as the roles shifted and 
she	 became	 the	 adult	
and	 caretaker.	 The	 ex-
perience	 brought	 on	 an	
emotional	weight	as	she	
saw her father in a vul-
nerable	state	daily.
 The univer-
sal	 message	 in	 her	 lyr-
ics	 is	 that	 everyone	 is	
experiencing	 a	 “new	
normal”	due	to	the	pan-
demic	which	has	altered	
daily routines and has 
impacted	 relationships	
with loved ones similar 
to her relationship to her 
ailing	father.
		 The	 young	
beauty may be in the 
beginning	 of	 her	 adult	
life, but she felt there 
was a need for her to 
give	back	through	phil-
anthropic	work.	
	 Her	 non-
profit	 organization,	
Music4M.I.R.A.C.L.E.	
is	 an	 acronym	 for	Mu-
sic,	 Inspires,	 Reaches,	
Accepts,	 Captures,	
Loves,	 Equally.	 She	
founded	 the	 non-profit	
as she truly believed 
that	 music	 was	 a	 mir-
acle	 to	 her	 father	 dur-

ing	 his	 rehabilitation	
from	 his	 first	 stroke.	
Her	 goal	 through	
Music4M.I.R.A.C.L.E.	
is	to	spread	music	ther-
apy	 and	 give	 hope	 to	
those	 who	 are	 experi-
encing	a	medical	crisis.	
She	has	been	given	the	
opportunities to per-
form	for	St.	Jude’s,	The	
Healing	Notes	Founda-
tion, and many reha-
bilitation	 and	 nursing	
centers.	 During	 CO-
VID-19	 and	 the	 shut-
downs, she has Skyped 
with many institutions 
and	singing	for	patients	
who have been isolated 
from their families and 
many	outside	visitors.	
		 In	 early	 2020,	
on a whim, Aneesa 
decided	 to	 do	 some-
thing	 that	 was out of 
her	 comfort	 zone	 and	
signed	up	 to	be	a	con-
testant	for	Miss	Michi-
gan	Teen	USA.	
	 Being	 the	first	
pageant,	 she	 had	 ever	
been a part of, she was 
overwhelmed	 with	 joy	
when	 the	 announcer	
called	her	the	winner.
		 Through	 her	
music,	she	hopes	to	en-
courage	others	to	live	a	
courageous	 life	 with-
out	 regrets.	 Aneesa	 is	
focused	 on	 living out 
her dream to be in the 
ranks	 of	 her	 musical	
idols	such	as	Jewel.

Sheikh

Shaker Square to be sold
	 Wilmington	
Trust	has	asked	Judge	
Ashley Kilbane to or-
der a unit of the Coral 
Co.	to	repay	principal,	
interest, default inter-
est and administra-
tive fees related to the 
square’s	 2015	 mort-
gage	loan.
	 In	 2019,	
Shaker Square, the 
1920s-era	 shopping	
center	was	 put	 up	 for	
sale, but later Coral 
Co.	said	that	it	was		no	
longer	for	sale.
 Coral Co, the 
Cleveland-based real-
estate	company	decid-
ed	to	hold	off,	howev-
er, after revitalization 
plans for the square  

were put on hold be-
cause	 of	 controversy	
over a proposal to re-
move parts of Shaker 
Boulevard.
 “We started 
meeting	 with	 mer-
chants	and	community	
groups	 and	 saw	 the	
level	 of	 discomfort	 in	
the	community	and	felt	
like we had to inter-
cede	in	the	process	and	
take some time before 
something	 moves	 for-
ward that has a broader 
base	 of	 support,”	 said	
Coral	 Co.	 President	
Peter	Rubin.
	 Judge	 Kilbane	
will rule early in the 
New	Year.
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“Some things have not changed. When the police advise you that everything

you’ve said will be used against you, they have already made a decision

respecting your immediate future.” 

Call me - I can help

Cicely Tyson releases her memoir, ‘Just As I Am’
 Cicely Tyson 
has released her memoir, 
‘Just As I Am.’
 Viola Davis, 
wrote the Foreword to 
Just As I Am : “In her 
long and extraordinary 
career, Cicely Tyson has 
not only exceeded as an 
actor, she has shaped 
the course of history.” –
President Barack Obama, 
2016 Presidential Medal 
of Honor ceremony
 “The art of act-
ing is the art of exposing, 
an emotional unveiling 
before others.  Ms. Tyson 
is as revelatory on these 
pages as she has been on 
the stage.” 
 At 96, Cicely 
Tyson is a dynamic and 
legendary actor, lecturer, 
activist and one of the 
most respected talents 
in American theater and 
film history.  
 A Harlem na-
tive and daughter of im-
migrants who rose out 
of poverty and onto the 
global stage, she began 
her career as a fashion 
model, gracing the cov-
ers of Ebony and Jet, be-
fore transitioning to act-
ing in 1955. 
  Since then Ty-
son has built an extraor-
dinary career in coveted 
roles depicting strong 
Black women outside of 
caricature or stereotype, 
and blazed a trail of firsts 
for them on the big screen 
and on TV.  Now the Os-
car, Tony, and three-time 
Emmy Award-winning 
actor travels from film 
and stage to page to bring 
the world an unprec-
edented peek into her 
closely guarded personal 
life and the grounding 
forces of family and faith 
that guide her still.       
 In JUST AS I 
AM: A Memoir (Harp-
erCollins; January 26, 
2021; $28.99) Tyson tells 
her stunning story look-
ing back at her life on and 
off screen.  Written with 
#1 New York Times best-
selling collaborator and 
Oprah Magazine found-
ing editor, Michelle Bur-
ford, this extraordinarily 
compelling memoir is 
Tyson’s personal testi-
mony about the nine-plus 
decades of experiences—
some magnificent, oth-
ers sorrowful, some on 
screen, many away from 
the public eye—that have 
given birth to the woman 
she is still becoming.  
 “Just As I Am is 
my truth,” writes Tyson.  
“It is me, plain and un-
varnished, with the glit-
ter and garland set aside.  

In these pages, I am in-
deed Cicely, the actress 
who has been blessed to 
grace the stage for [more 
than] six decades.  Yet I 
am also the church girl 
who once rarely spoke a 
word.  I am the teenager 
who sought solace in the 
verses of the old hymn 
for which this book is 
named.  I am a daughter 
and mother, a sister, and 
a friend.  I am an observ-
er of human nature and 
the dreamer of audacious 
dreams.  I am a woman 
who has hurt as immea-
surably as I have loved, 
a child of God divinely 
guided by His hand.  And 
here in my ninth decade, 
I am a woman who, at 
long last, has something 
meaningful to say.” 
 Some of her sto-
ries included in the mem-
oir are:
   Backstage sto-
ries behind Tyson’s most 
memorable roles includ-
ing Rebecca in Sounder, 
Jane Pittman in The Au-
tobiography of Miss Jane 
Pittman, Binta in the 
groundbreaking mini-se-
ries Roots, Coretta Scott 
King in King, Mother 
Watts in The Trip to 
Bountiful and Viola Da-
vis’s mother in How to 
Get Away With Murder.  
 For these roles 
and scores more she re-
veals how she came to 
be cast and the ways in 
which she immersed 
herself in her characters.  
She also describes the 
unexpected, revelatory 
and profound life les-
sons from each role that 
helped Tyson navigate 
her personal and profes-
sional lives in tandem.
 The nature of 
her profession has meant 
abundant time spent in 
Los Angeles, but Tyson 
is and always has been 
a New Yorker.  From 
Hell’s Kitchen where 
her parents married to 
the tenements of East 
Harlem during her child-
hood and adolescence, 
and from the Upper West 
Side neighborhood she 
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 As people pre-
pare to ring in the New 
Year, many will choose 
to indulge with some 
alcoholic beverages. In 
addition to reminding 
people of the dangers of 
driving under the influ-
ence, AAA East Central 
also reminds everyone 
of the dangers of driv-
ing with a hangover.
 “Driving hun-
gover can be just as dan-
gerous as driving after 
having a few drinks,” 
said Lori Cook, safety 
advisor, AAA East Cen-
tral. “After a night of 
drinking, many people 
will wake up with alco-
hol still in their blood, 
or they will wake up 
tired and disoriented.”

According to the AAA 
DUI Justice Link, a re-
source to help reduce 
impaired driving, the 
only thing that will so-
ber somebody up is 

time. It can take be-
tween 75-90 minutes 
or longer for the body 
to eliminate the alcohol 
contained in one stan-
dard-sized drink, which 
is longer than many 
people would assume.
 Risks of Driv-
ing Hungover:
 According to 
the National Institute 
on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism, hangover 
symptoms peak when 
the blood alcohol con-
centration in the body 
returns to near zero. 
Symptoms can last 24 
hours or longer, and can 
include:
 Fatigue and 
weakness
 Headaches and 
muscle aches
 Nausea and 
stomach pain
 Poor or de-
creased sleep
 Dehydration
 Vertigo

 Sensitivity to 
light and sound
 Anxiety
 Irritability
 I n c r e a s e d 
blood pressure
 
 “We wouldn’t 
advise that anybody 
drives with any of these 
symptoms, regardless 
of whether they are re-
covering from a night of 
celebrating or not,” con-
tinued Cook.
 AAA East Cen-
tral is a not-for-profit 
association with 73 lo-
cal offices in Kentucky, 
New York, Ohio, Penn-
sylvania and West Vir-
ginia serving 2.7 mil-
lion members.  
 News releases 
are available at news.
eastcentral.aaa.com.  
Follow us on Twitter 
and Facebook.

Don’t drive drunk

and a handful of other 
black artists integrated 
in the 1960s to the envi-
rons of theater on and off 
Broadway, Tyson pro-
vides a unique view—
and numerous stories—
of a city she has lived in 
for almost a century.  
·        Extraordinary mem-
ories made with a dizzy-
ing array of co-stars, cast 
mates and luminaries 
including Sidney Poitier, 
Harry Belafonte, Aretha 
Franklin, Quincy Jones, 
Isabel Sanford, Roscoe 
Lee Brown, Paul Win-
field, Ossie and Ruby 
Davis, Louis Gossett Jr., 
Richard Pryor, James 
Earl Jones, Maya Ange-
lou, Alex Haley, Nelson 
and Winnie Mandela, 
Michelle and Barack 
Obama, and scores more. 
  Recollections 
of some of the leading 
actors of her day from 
Marilyn Monroe to Jane 
Fonda, Eartha Kitt to 
Elizabeth Taylor.  Ty-
son also offers details of 
her beloved friendships 
with artists such as Dia-
hann Carroll, Roxie Ro-
ker, Whoopi Goldberg, 
Oprah Winfrey, Tyler 
Perry, Kerry Washington, 
Shonda Rhimes, Ava Du-
Vernay, Viola Davis and 
many others.   
 Details of what 
Tyson learned, with the 
help of genealogists, 
about her ancestry in the 
British West Indies where 
her parents grew up to-
gether before emigrating 
to the U.S. shortly after 
World War I. 
  Their marriage 
was a tempestuous one, 
and the family ultimately 
dissolved as a result of 
her father’s serial phi-
landering, and yet it was 
the years Tyson spent at 
her mother’s elbow and 
on her father’s knee—
and the foundation she 
gained there—that gave 
birth to who she is.
 How Tyson’s 
encounters with igno-
rance and bigotry, during 
the pre-release national 
press tour for Sounder, 

the 1972 classic that 
brought Tyson her first 
Academy Award nomi-
nation, lead to one of 
the defining moments of 
her acting career: a silent 
pact she made with her-
self to use her profession 
as a platform—a stage 
from which to make her 
voice heard by carefully 
choosing her projects and 
portrayals.
 The shocking 
“me too” moment Tyson 
experienced in 1956—a 
sexual assault at the 
hands of accomplished 
acting coach Paul Mann.  
She also reveals how her 
decision not to be de-
terred by Mann played 
out as she sought to learn 
her craft.  Tyson writes, 
“History has recorded 
him as a celebrated 
teacher, one who pre-
pared numerous luminar-
ies for the stage.  Yet in 
my book, he will forever 
be regarded as the man 
who, along my path to-
ward Providence, hurled 
a brick—one I picked up 
and threw back at him.”  
 Details of Ty-
son’s tempestuous love 
affair and eight-year mar-
riage to jazz legend Miles 
Davis.  With compelling 
honesty she writes about 
the good, the bad, the 
genius and the drugs, the 
roving eye and the run-
ning around.  
 Above all she 
writes about the profound 
pull she felt toward Da-
vis even as his behavior 
would lead to hurt and 
humiliation.  For Tyson 
it was an attraction that 
ran counter to logic and 
leaned toward mystery.  
“It is possible,” writes 
Tyson, “to be at once 
hurt by a man and heart-
broken for him.”   
 Poignant details 
of Tyson’s deep, decades-
long friendship with re-
nowned ballet dancer 
Arthur Mitchell (the first 
African American dancer 
with the New York City 
ballet).  She tells the full 
story of how the two of 
them, along with fellow 

actor Brock Peters (of 
To Kill a Mockingbird 
fame)—in their determi-
nation to build on the leg-
acy of slain civil rights 
leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.—joined together 
a year after King’s assas-
sination to establish The 
Dance Theater of Har-
lem. 
 How Tyson be-
came linked to a public 
middle and high school 
in East Orange, New Jer-
sey with a student body 
of about 700 primarily 
underprivileged students, 
where Tyson has often 
taught a master class in 
acting and where she 
continues to be involved 
in many aspects of the 
students’ education.   
 Woven through-
out her memoir are Ty-
son’s reflections on race 
and racism, the black ex-
perience in America, and 
the deep racial traumas 
that have continued to 
play out over a centuries-
long ugly history of black 
oppression.  She writes, 
“We must stare into the 
face of our past and ex-
amine what happened 
here, on our soil, much of 
it less than a lifetime ago, 
a lot of it happening now.  
We cannot recover from 
what we refuse to gaze 
upon.” 
 Tyson’s deep 
and abiding faith in 
God is similarly woven 
throughout her story 
as she looks back on 
the numerous ways the 
Lord has directed her 
life and compels her to 
continue striving, to con-
tinue moving forward.  
“I share my testimony in 
these pages not because I 
have reached any lasting 
conclusions,” writes Ty-
son, “but because I have 
so much to understand.  
I am as inquisitive about 
life now as I was as a 
child.  My story will nev-
er be finished, nor should 
it be.  For as long as God 
grants me breath, I will 
be living—and writing—
my next chapter.”

By BONNIE FELDKAMP

 When the Vinton 
County Fair was canceled 
because of the pandemic, 
outgoing County Pros-
ecutor Trecia Kimes-Brown 
wrote $100 checks to every 
child who completed a 4-H 
project this year. She did 
so in the name of anti-drug 
education through her Law 
Enforcement Trust Fund 
(LETF) account.

 The move stoked 
the ire of Vinton County Au-
ditor Cindy Waugh, who did 
not like the fact that Kimes-
Brown gave cash directly to 
people right before her re-
election campaign. (Though 
Kimes-Brown eventually 
lost anyway.)
 The death of Bre-
onna Taylor renewed inter-
est in police forfeiture raids, 
and Eye on Ohio asked ev-
ery prosecutor about their 
LETF accounts, the fund 
that benefits from seized 
cash. Eye on Ohio found:
 A lot of money 
goes to anti-drug educa-
tion. But the definition of 
“anti-drug education” varies 
enormously between coun-
ties.
 Some accounts 
are (legally) held outside 
of the county’s treasury. 
Unlike most accounts that 
areapproved by the county 
Auditor, these are only re-
ported once a year, to the 
state auditor and county 
treasurer.
 A lot of LETF 
money goes to the Ohio 
Prosecuting Attorneys As-
sociation. They will not 
(and don’t have to) disclose 
where that money goes.
 Unlike some 
states that have changed 
their procedures, Ohio still 
has no-knock warrants, 
though Ohio Attorney Gen-
eral David Yost has called 
for stricter guidelines.
 In Ohio, prop-
erty seized from suspected 
crime scenes (for example, 
purported drug money) can 
be used to benefit the pros-
ecutor’s office and the law 
enforcement agency that 

conducted the investiga-
tion. Most Ohio Prosecutors 
and Sheriffs have LETF ac-
counts, established to accept 
these funds. Also, many 
have established them as 
“outside” accounts, mean-
ing it was established as a 
personal checking account 
that does not require ex-
penses to cross the county 
auditor’s desk for approval 
and payment.
 Elected officials 
in law enforcement holding 
outside accounts is nothing 
new. Another account is 
also historically held out-
side - the Furtherance of 
Justice Account (FOJ). The 
statute for this account was 
established in 1967 and al-
lowed county sheriffs and 
prosecutors money “in addi-
tion to all salary and allow-
ances otherwise provided 
by law, an amount equal to 
one half of the official sal-
ary... for the expenses which 
may be incurred by him in 
the performance of his of-
ficial duties and in the fur-
therance of justice.”
 The intention 
of this account is to pay 
informants, or to provide 
undercover resources such 
as money for purchasing 
drugs for a sting. Since 
such operations can occur 
after business hours, law 
enforcement then has ac-
cess to money when it’s 
needed. However, the FOJ 
fund is a “use-it-or-lose-
it” fund that’s replenished 
annually. Elected officials 
must pay unused amounts 
into the county treasury 
at the end of the year and 
submit receipts for what 
was spent.

No accountablity in LETF accounts

Tyson


